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Weeding out weevils in rice

Rigorous checks will ensure there is no infestation of the insect

By ZAKIAH KOYA
zakiah@thestar.com.my

PETALING JAYA: Stringent
checks will be earried out to
ensure that rice sold in the mar-
ket is free from weevil infestation,
says Agriculture and Food Securi-
ty Minisiry deputy secretary-
general Datuk Ba Hisham
Mohd.

He said rice millers and packers
are required to conduct routine
clean-ups every three maonths to
prevent infestation.

“Weevils often go unnoticed in
sealed rice hags as they exist in
egp form.

“Once the bag is opened, the
eggs hatch, leading to complaints
from consumers who purchased
the rice packs,” he said.

Badrul Hisham, who is the padi
and rice regulatory director-
general, said refailers and whole-
salers must ensure fumigation
and polishing are done to elimi-
nate weevil eggs,

Although authorities cannat
regulate how long rice is kept in
stores, officers will monitor how
much rice is kept at any given
location.

Warehouse inspections are car-
ried out by the Domestic Trade
and Cost of Living Ministry, while
retail rice bags are checked by the
ministry’s enforcement division
to ensure guality is maintained.

Domestic Trade and Cost of

w:? Minister Datuk Armizan
Moh Ali (pic) called on rice
ustry players to ensure that
!l\encesolﬂisoprquallwand
free from weevils.
i ity o e
tion, pol and repai to
maintain standards, following
numerous consumer complaints
about weevils in newly-purcha-
sed rice.

He said recent inspections at
hypermarkets in the Klang Valley
found that consumers are more
attentive when they buy rice packs
in checking for signs of infestation.

He added that: “Hoarding is a
serious offence that disrupts the
market and can lead to artificial
shortages and price increases.

“In some cases, hoarding con-
tributes to the circulation of
lower-quality rice if storage con-
ditions are inadequate,

“We take firm action against
hoarding under the Price Control
and Anti-Profiteering Act 2011.

“This Act provides us with the
power to investigate and seize
hoarded rice and impose hefty

enalties on those found guilty,
including fines and imprison-
ment.”

Armizan also called on consu-
mers to report artificial rice short-
ages in the markel and urged
cor to report
hoarding of rice or Bour-q'uahty
rice to the ministry’s

Reports should include details
such as the brand of rice, location,
and ohservations about rice qual-

ity.

He highlighted the importance
of collahoration with the
Agriculture and Food Security
Ministry to re, te the rice
industry comprehensively.

To strengthen enforcement,
Armizan said the Domestic Trade
and Cost of Living Ministry collab-
orates with the Malaysian
Agricultural  Research  and
Development Institute (Mardi) for
DNA tracking, while it works with
the Chemistry Department to
improve standard operating pro-
cedures for enforcement, evi-
dence handling, and prosecution.

Meanwhile, Mydin Mohamed
Holdings Bhd managing director
Datuk Ameer Ali Mydin said
retailers will bear the financial
losses when there is a rice infesta-
tion as suppliers refuse to accept
returns.

“If we overstock rice and store

itin a warm place, bugs will deve-
lop,” he said, advising consumers
to always wash their rice before
cooking.

Consumer Ariani Abdullah, 43,
from Subang Jaya, Selangor, said
she will check the bags of rice at
the shops for holes before buying
them.

“If small holes are evident, then
it means that insects or weevils
may have crawled in.

“Wholesalers keep many bags
of rice in their warehouses and
the rice might have been there for
months before they reached the
shops,” she said.

Ariani said there were times
when even a week-old bag of rice
had weevils in it,

Jamaliah Budin, 55, from
Taman Medan here, said that she
does not buy much rice to keep.

“During the fasting month, we
will get lots of donated rice.

“Sometimes, they end up in the
hin due to weevils.

“Last year, my neighbours and |
received 30kg of rice each from
donors. But we ended up throw-
ing half of it out as our flats are
humid and we don’t know if the
rice came with weevil eggs.

“We don't have space in our
low-cost flats to sun the rice to get
rid of the eggs,” she said.

Jamaliah hoped that those who
want to give donations to B40
groups would donate eash so that
they can use it to buy rice.

DNA check on rice by Mardi to foil mixers

By KHOO GEK SAN
geksan@thestar.com.my

PUTRAJAYA: A newly-developed
“DNA fingerprinting” technology
will he used to ensure that import-
ed rice sold in Malaysia is not
mixed with local rice.

The technology, developed by
the Malaysian  Agricultural
Research and Development
Institute (Mardi), can accurately
determine the genetic composi-
tion of rice and trace its origins.

The Chemistry Department will
also work with Mardi to stop the
practice of rice adulteration, says
Domestie Trade and Cost of Living
AM&nis(er Datuk Armizan Mohd

“This illegal practice of mixing
exploits lower-priced local rice
for greater profit,” he said.

Armizan said the ministry’s
Enforcement Division will focus
on rice sold under the “Super

ort” category — identified by
Its ue packal

“Rice u.nder this category must
contain 100% imported rice. If
blue-labelled ‘Super Import’
pa:lc: are found to contain local

rice, it is against the law,” he.
added,

The ministry’s enforcement
director-general Datuk Azman
Adam said 300 bags of rice had
been seized from 213 packaging
and manufacturing premises
under Ops Campur.

“The total value of the seized
Tice is RM15,321, All the confisca-
ted rice will be sent to Mardi for
analysis,” he said,

Ops Campur, conducted in

collaboration with Mardi and the
Chemistry Department, involves
the inspection of 2,000 rice manu-
facturing and packaging premis-
es, and is expected to be complet-
ed within a month.

“A total of 2400 enforcement
officers have been mobilised to
collect samples quickly” Azman
20l found guilty of

Anyone foun ity of mixing
rice and selling it under false
labelscan be fined up to RM 100,000
or jailed up to three years, or bath.

Companies found guilty can be
oty

eanw] M; Hypermar-
ket man, director Datuk
Ameer Ali Mydin said the mixing

of imported and local rice has
long been a common industry
practice to maintain quality, not
just for profit.

He said many importers mixed
local rice with imported rice
because the quality of imported
rice was often inconsistent.

“Sometimes imported  Tice,
especially from Cambodia or Viet-
nam, isn't very good — unless it's
premium,” he said.

Ameer said that while 100%
imported rice, such as fragrant or
basmati rice, is usually not mixed,
the Super Tempatan 5% (ST5)
variety is often blended with local
rice to improve quality.

“ST5 rice is usually mixed with

No room for

Mardi's newly-
developed
technology
can accurately
determine

the genetic
composition of
rice and trace
its origins.

~ Filepic

local rice to reach a better stand-
ard. Technically, local rice is a
controlled item and shouldn't be
mixed, but everyone in the indus-
try has been doing it,” he said.
He nated that the government’s
Eeians to check the mixing could

'Thereare millions of rice pack-
ets sold every day. The only way
to control this is to monitor the
mills. Enforcement should focus
on them, not small traders,”
Ameer said.

He also questioned the quality
of rice in the market, pointing out
that even imported rice often
appears to be of substandard
quality.
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Transformasi ke arah keterjaminan
makanan pemngkatan eko_noml

oleh NOOR SARA MASHITOH
MOHAMAD HANIF

ERLIS, walaupun
Pmempakan negeri
terkecil di Malaysia,
berterusan menunjukkan
daya saing dalam sektor
pertanian dengan pelbagai
inisiatif yang dilaksanakan
oleh kerajaan negeri dan
pihak berkaitan,
'D;pa.c:.r.oleh visi. u;'m.ik
i texj

kebergan

kepada import, serta
mempelbagaikan hasil
pertanian, negeri ini sedan,
giat melaksanakan pelb:

“Bengau kejayaan projek tanamanﬂanl]a'sebagai 2
ini, ]-utn menyasarkan I
: bawan;

~ kepada bawang i lmport
: p Projek perintis |~
inisiatif yang dirancang ini bermula pada
membawa manfaat jangka November 2024 dan telah

e I
ui Harakah

ketika ditel

panjang kepada petani dan menunjukkan kejayaan dalam satu lawatan pm[ek
masyarakat setempat. awal dengan hasil tuaian tanaman hgwa.ug di - tanaman vanila
= pertama sebanyak 300 Kampung Rambai, Padang ~  pertamadi Perlis £

kilogram dari kawasan Siding. dimulakan di Kampung

seluas 0.3 hektar. Knbaug‘Gaiah  hasil

“Keuka ini, kita masih  cetusan idea Razali selepas

- ,ﬁalah’:1 satu gu;al&?i:]ma ;:ergaqtung kepada A sesi taklimat dmd:ﬂ ; ;
yangse ang giat an awang import dari In pengusahavanﬂa e iy ; -
jalah penanaman bawang Pakistan, China dan wang, Xerajaan Menglembu, Perakdan | oqpnotianvariet Bima Erebes darl
mg_m.h, yang diharapkan ail c]. ¢ . )

- negeri mrutmemperkenatkan Dﬂbong, Kelantan. 3 yang memberangsangkan.

—

-'Perlls Guar Nangka

. Sam lagi inisiatif unik insentif seperti benih, input

ialahpmlekpertanian . pertanian dan infrastruktur
kepada pengusaha.
Perlis, Guar Hangla,vang Antara langkah lainyang
mengintegrasikan perta:uan diambil termasuklatihan i
__dan bimhlngau kepada

S Perlis sehagai
pembekal utama produk
‘pertanian dalam | nega:a.

; Dengap komitmen
linggi daripada kerajaan

~negeri, petani, dan

! Dengm ibpga:usaha - usahawan tempatan, masa
' ini, Perliskiniberadadi . depan pertanian Petlis
. landasan yang tepat untuk dﬁm cerah dan berpotensi
men]adinege 7ang lebih - menjadi penyumbang utama
i 1pan d: gkonom negen dan

‘penanaman
Spesies Halia
Halial Beumngyapg
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Itlham dari popcorn: Pasangan
suami isteri tanam vanila

Oleh NOOR SARA MASHITOH
MOHAMAD HANIF

BERMUI.A dengan
cita-cita menghasilkan
bertih jagung (popcorn)
berperisa vanila, pasangan
suami isteri dari Kampung
Kubang Gajah, Nurul Aimi
Syazana Baba, 32, dan
Zainudin Zainul Abidin, 38,
kini melangkah lebih jauh
dengan menanam pokok
vanilla sendiri.

Menurut Nurul Aimi,
mereka mendapat
bimbingan daripada
pengusaha tanaman ini,
Jaafar Muhammad dari
Selangor bagi memahami

-
Tanaman vanila mempunyal potensi tinggi jana keuntungan.

Nurul Aimi dan Zainudin memeriksa tanaman vanila mereka.

cara penanaman vanila ~Mereka baru memulakan “Kegunaan vanila sangat yang dianjurkan oleh menggunakan daun buluh,
sebelum beralih ke projek ini pada 12 Februari luas, dari pencuci mulut Pengerusi Jawatankuasa mikrob, dan sabut untuk
fasa pembungaan dan . lalu dengan jangkaan hasil seperti roti, kek, dan kopi Pertanian negeri, Razali Saad mengekalkan kelembapan
pembuahan. pertama dapat dituai dalam hingga produk lain seperti yang membuka mata mereka . tanah. |

“Kami kini dalam fasa tempoh tiga tahun, sekitar deodoran vanila, Kami masih terhadap potensi tanaman Sebelum ini, mereka
menjaga tumbesaran bulan Februari. dalam proses menghasilkan ini, pernah mencuba
pokok vanila, memastikan Setliap pokok berpotensi popcorn vanilla sendiri,” Projek ini menelan belanja menghasilkan popcorn
persekitarannya teduh, menghasilkan kira-kira satu tambahnya. sekitar RMs,000, termasuk butterscotch dan perisa
lembap serta mengekalkan kilogram vanila, dan mereka Nurul Aimi berkata, minat . kos anak pokok yang mangga Harumanis, namun
kelembapan dan suhu yang telah menanam 100 pokok terhadap vanila bermula berharga RM15 sebatang, tidak mencapai sasaran yang
sesuai,”katanya. sebagai permulaan. selepas menyertai kursus Mereka turut diharapkan.

ran tanaman Perlis 2023

N ut lo In Ji n Pertanian Negeri Perlis, pengeluaran tcmamun
makanan utama bagi tahun 2023 menunjukkuﬁ perkembangan posllff dalam
sektor pertanian negerl - o1
§ e i

Berikut adalah data yang dicatatkan:

° Padi kekal sebagai tanaman utama dengan dua kategori kawasan:
+ Kawasan MADA: 9,727 projek dengan keluasan 19,035.09 hektar, menghasilkan 82
172,609.37 metrik tan dengan nilai RM310,696,884.00 dan purata pendapatan petani

1nee * 1088 T20m

sebanyak RM2,000 sebulan. ae ) =y ey - -
+ Kawasan luar jelapang: 88 projek dengan keluasan 10,166.29 hektar, menghasilkan e N s e
§§§ff,’;,‘f,° metrik tan bernilai RM142,511,400.00 dengan purata pendapatan RM1,747 2 T o b

Mangga Harumanis mencatatkan pengeluaran sebanyak 1,668.98 hektar dengan
hasil tahunan 28,591,478.00 matmc tan, rmmberﬂmn pendapuwn purata RM2,379
kepada petani. o
Sayur-sayuran pula dlusuhukcm oleh }97 petunl di atas tanah seluas 192 hektar,
menghasilkan RM11,241,400. 00 dengan purata pendapatan RM2,869 sebulan.
Tanaman kontan seperti ubi kayu ddn keleduk ditanam di kawasan seluas ll hektar
dengan hasil RM464,560.00,

Kelapa mencatatkan keluasan tanaman
seluds 561 hektar dengan hasil tahunan
RMB,508,835.00 dan purata pendapatan
RMI,000 sebulan,

{ Halio, yang menjadi antara tanaman buhclru
di Perlis, menghasilkan 2.50 metrik tan
dengan nilai RM15,000.00 dan pendapatan
RM520 sebulan.

Bawang, vanila, dan kopi masih dalam fasa
awal dengan projek perintis yang dijalankan
“di beberapa lokasl, menunggu hasil pertama
dalam masa terdekat.

142311400

¥ 1 hasil tahun agl padidan



