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Bimbang ‘tsunami’
penarikan subsidi d

hli Dewan Undangan Negeri (ADUN) Kota
Siputeh, Mohd Ashraf Mustagim Badrul Munir
antara pemimpin lantang memperjuangkan

asib pesawah sehingga ke peringkat nasional.

24/3/2025

SINAR
HARIAN

NASIONAL

edua jika
ilaksana

Justeru itu, wartawan Sinar Harian, WAN MOHD
NOOR HAFIZ WAN MANSOR menemu bual Mohd
Ashraf untuk berkongsi pelbagai agenda melibatkan
isu pesawah dan juga pembangunan di Kota Siputeh.

Yang Berhormat (YB) dilihat
prihatin dan mengambil
berat isu kehidupan pe-
sawah serta memper-
juangkannya sehingga ke
peringkat nasional. Selain
Projek Pembangunan
Infrastruktur bagi menyokong
Program Penanaman Padi Lima Musim
dalam tempoh dua tahun, apa lagi
langkah awal perlu dilakukan untuk
membantu pesawah?

Isu petani ini begitu dekat dengan
saya selaku ADUN Kota Siputeh, di-
tambah punca utama pencarian hidup
masyarakat dalam kawasan saya adalah
melalui sawah padi di samping sebahagi-
an kecilnya nelayan dan penoreh getah.

Bagi langkah awal membantu pe-
sawah, sekali lagi saya tekankan keraja-
an perlu mengimbangi semula ke-
melesetan kesan kenaikan harga diesel
dengan memastikan langkah semasa
yang seharusnya dilaksanakan dengan
menetapkan harga belian padi RM1,600
per tan, bukan RM1,500 per tan selain
mengawal kenaikan lain-lain harga kos
input bagi proses penghasilan padi.

Adalah dijangka penarikan subsidi
petrol dan kenaikan tarif elektrik akan
mengurus ‘tsunami’ kedua menambah
bebanan pesawah sedangkan isu ke-
naikan diesel masih belum berjaya meng-
imbangi hasil pulangan berpatutan ke-
pada pesawah.

Pada pandangan YB, adakah inisiatif
sedia ada mencukupi atau perlu ada
penambahbaikan lagi, sekali gus usa-
ha boleh dilakukan membantu pe-
sawah meningkatkan pendapatan dan
hasil pengeluaran padi mereka?

N7:)

Kerajaan perlu meninjau
semula peranan dan keperiu-
an bagi mewujudkan Lembaga

Padi Negara (LPN) demi ke-
baikan industri padi beras negara.

Ini juga penting bagi me-
nyelaras kembali pengusaha padi
termasuk dari segi pulangan dan pe-
ngawalan dalam kos input.

Kerajaan juga perlu memperhalusi
segenap permasalahan struktur dari as-
pek tata kelola kawal selia padi beras
dan juga penyediaan serta penambahbai-
kan infrastruktur termasuk kelicinan as-
pek pengurusannya dalam segenap
proses penanaman padi sehingga peng-
hasilan beras demi memastikan negara
mencapai sasaran tahap sara diri (SSL)
dicitrakan.

Penyusunan dan Kkejelasan atas pe-
ranan dan tanggungjawab agensi terkait,
dalam segenap aspek rantaian peng-
urusan padi beras, sebagai contoh dalam
pengurusan terusan dan tali air, kejelas-
an adalah perlu supaya tidak berlaku
tolak menolak antara agensi kerajaan
perihal tanggungjawab siapa untuk pe-
nyelenggaraan mahupun penambahbai
kan infrastruktur.

Pesawah sentiasa merungut kerana
pendapatan diperoleh tidak tetap dan
rendah, malah ada yang mengambil
keputusan beralih ke tanaman lain ter-
utama pesawah muda. Apakah pe-
nyelesaian boleh disuarakan YB untuk
menyelesaikan masalah ini?

Agenda anak tani perlu dlketengah-

PROFIL

Nama: Mohd Ashraf Mustagim
Badrul Munir
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Status: Berkahwin
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- Koordinator Gerakan Melawan Penindasan
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LU A T R T T Y

Hal ini kerana majeriti p h ada-

memb 1 rakyat khususnya pesawah

lah pada julat usia melebihi 50 tahun dan
kurang kudrat dalam mengusahakan
sawah bendang.

Pembangunan teknologi dan kemaju-
an infrastruktur di samping peningkatan
hasil keuntungan mampu menarik minat
golongan muda kembali mengusahakan
sawah milik keluarga mereka.

Penggunaan teknologi berteraskan
kecerdasan buatan (Al) dan Internet
Pelbagai Benda (loT) seperti ‘block-
chain' perlu diterap dalam proses peng-

+ hasilan padi beras, sekali gus menarik
keterlibatan anak muda dalam sektor ini
di samping membantu meningkatkan
hasil.

kan sebagai inisiatif menarik p
muda mengusahakan sawah bendang
bagi mengelakkan warga asing men-
dominasinya.

Kedah meny g kira-kira 43 pe-
ratus bekalan padi negara dan ke-
banyakan pesawah hidup di bawah
paras kemiskinan. Bagaimana YB

di DUN Kota Siputeh?

Saya mahu memberikan tumpuan
kepada pembangunan infrastruktur baik
kerana ia salah satu cara memajukan
ekonomi rakyat setempat. Bersama de-
ngan sebuah yayasan, kami sedang
usahakan sesuatu yang mampu menjana
ekonomi penduduk setempat.

Selain itu, kami juga mohon kerajaan
negeri berikan perhatian ke bahagian
utara Kedah untuk pembangunan seperti
apa sedang berlaku di selatan dan te-
ngah. Utara jauh ketinggalan berbanding
dua kawasan tersebut dari segi ke-
mudahan.

Bagi DUN Kota Siputeh pula apa lagi
perlu dilakukan untuk merancakkan
sektor ekonomi?

Selain bawa isu padi untuk petani,
saya ada mengetengahkan beberapa
usul pembangunan termasuk juga
memperkenalkan produk Kota Siputeh,
Kodiang dan Sanglang untuk dimasyhur-
kankepada khalayak sebagai kebangga-
an Kedah.

Antaranya bangunkan industri produk
batik dari kawasan ini iaitu lindungan
bulan motif lokcan. Pokok lokcan hanya
berada satu-satunya Kota Siputeh saha-
ja, tidak ada di daerah lain atau negeri
lain.

Kita juga mahu angkat pelancongan
sejarah Kota Siputeh kerana dulunya me-
rupakan tapak pemerintahan Sultan
Kedah selain kawasan rekreasi seperti
Gua Kerbau dan Bukit Kodiang yang se-
makin dikenali.

Kita juga mahu ketengahkan produk
tempatan melalui jenama Make In
Kadiang (Meko) untuk menjana ekonomi
baru masyarakat setempat dan sebuah
yayasan akan membantu dari segi pen-
danaan dan sebagainya.
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Egg supply not affected by US
shortage, smuggling reports, says
Mat Sabu

Story by FMT Reporters = 1d= 2 min read

L Mohamad Sabu said cooperation between his ministry and local egg producers has
ensured that production and supply are at a stable and satisfactory level.

PETALING JAYA: The supply of chicken eggs remains sufficient and
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security minister Mohamad Sabu.

Mohamad, also known as Mat Sabu, said this to allay confusion
stemming from media reports regarding the sudden increase in
prices of chicken eggs in the US as well as allegations of possible
smuggling of chicken eggs abroad.
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Ad

"The close cooperation between (the ministry) and local egg
producers has ensured the level of daily egg production is at a stable
and satisfactory level," he said in a statement today.

“To guarantee the stability of supply, (the ministry) always
implements monitoring of the production and distribution of chicken
eggs from the farm level to the end-user.”

Mohamad said enforcement measures are also being strengthened
through strategic cooperation with other agencies and ministries to
monitor the expart of food supplies abroad.

He said the government, through his ministry, remained committed
to ensuring the country’s food security through comprehensive
policies and strategic action plans.

This includes efforts to increase local production capacity and
provide support to the agro-food industry.

He advised the public not to engage in baseless speculation and to
always refer to verified information through the ministry’s official
channels.

easyholidaypackages.org

Dubai Tourist Visa
Requirements - Best Pric...

Ad

“The ministry will continue to monitor the latest developments and is
prepared to take immediate action, if necessary, to ensure the
stability and adequacy of the country's food supply,” he said.

Yesterday, news reports of the possibility of chicken eggs being
smuggled to the US surfaced after the ministry acknowledged
concerns regarding the matter, following the US's sharp increase in
egg prices due to supply shortages.
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Smart SSB a novel way to up padi yield

The way forward: Farmers attending to their
harvest at a padi field in Sekinchan. — FAIHAN
GHANI/The Star

KLANG: For padi farmers like Yap Kam Phua, a
pioneering padi cultivation method introduced in
Sekinchan in 2023 has brought them higher
yields.

~ The harvest, he said, had doubled from the
L % previous five to six tonnes per hectare since the
Seklnchan-styfe Large Scale Smart Padl Field (Smart SBB) initiative began.

“We used to suffer due to the low yield, but this method has changed all that.

“With the Smart SBB method, we also have time to do other things to supplement our income,” he
said in an interview.

Yap said that many farmers were now reaping a higher yield by cultivating a hybrid variety of padi
seeds from China.

“We can hit 14 tonnes per hectare by using the hybrid padi seeds.

“However, it is quite expensive. It costs about RM30 to RM40 per kg compared to the local variety
which costs RM65 for a 25kg sack,” he said.

In January last year, then Agriculture and Food Security Ministry secretary-general Datuk Lokman
Hakim Alisaid that the Smart SBB would be extended to other padi cultivation areas in the country.

He noted then that 17 areas in Perlis, Kedah, Kelantan and Terengganu were already using the
method.

Sekinchan assemblyman Datuk Ng Suee Lim, who is a prime mover in upgrading his constituency’s
padi production, said the high yield smart method was the way forward for padi cultivation and rice
processing industries.

Under the Smart SSB method, he said the old system of manually cultivating rice had been discarded
and replaced by machines such as the usage of transplanters to sow padi seeds.

“With this method, there is a wider space between plants and this makes weedy rice (padi angin)
easily visible and prevented from growing in tandem with the padi plant,” he said when contacted.

Weedy rice is a type of weed which resembles padi and “competes” with the real plant for nutrients
and water.

Ng said that drones are used to sprinkle fertiliser and pesticide without much labour required on the
field to care for the crops.



“When too many peaple go into the padi fields to manage and take care of the plants, there s a
possibility they will be bringing in bacteria and infection which will adversely affect the crops,” he
said.

Malaysia Padi Farmers Brotherhood Association {PeSawah) chairman Abdul Rashid Yob praised the
Smart SBB method and sald its emergence was timely,

However, he cautioned that the method might not be smoothly implemented in other areas
compared to Sekinchan, Selangor.

“Sekinchan has a systematic infrastructure, but in places like Kedah, where | am, the padifields are
old, inherited land which have been in use for many decades,” said Abdul Rashid.

Hence, he said, many of these fields were “dehydrated” and lacked sufficient water to grow healthy
padi plants.

“The authorities have o review the current ageing infrastructure. They may need to put in tube
wells to enhance the water supply to the fields.

“We need to have a systematic irrigation method like what Sekinchan has for the Smart SBB to have
efficacy in other areas.”

Abdul Rashid said the state authorities must also look at ways to stop the flow of water into the sea
and to “recycle” it so that the precious resource could make its way into the padi fields instead.




‘pealsur
spray ped a ojur Aem s)1 ayeur
pmod asinosal snopaxd ay ey
05 11 ,9[242a1,, 0] pue Bas A oL
Jajem Jo mop oy dois o) sfem
JB YOO[ 0S[e ISnul sapnLIoyine
9lels 9] pres pIrysey [mpay
'SEDIR 9110 U1 AOBD[J0 AR
0] ggs Mews 9} Ioj sey ueyd
“UD{aS 1eLM 9] pOljaur uoneSi
JORWAISAS B 9ABY 0] Paaul ap,,
'Splay Ayl 0}
A1ddns 1a1eM a1 adueUa 0] S[lam
agqny ur nd o) paau Aeur Aayr
armpnnseryur furafe yuarmo ay
MIIABI 0] JARY] SANLIOYINE AL,
syuerd ped Ayireay
MOIS 01 J91eM WPIDIINS PaPR]
pue paleIpAyap, aIam Splayy
asowp Jo Auewr ‘pres ay ‘@dusH

1215 SY L /INVHO NVHIYH — "UByounas ui pja

"PIUSEY [NPAY PIES 'sope
-09p Aueur I0J asn Ul Uasq ARy
UoTym. puer pajmayur ‘plo ade
spiay rped ay) ‘ure [ alaym Uepay
a1y saoerd uT Ing ‘armonaseyur
INBUIAISAS B Sl UBIUD{3S,,
“J08ue[as ‘Ueypupas 0) pared
-wI0d Seale J9o Ul pajuawrapdun
Anpoowss aq jou S poypawr
A} Jel) pauonned ay ‘I2AoMOH

“ATowrm sem aduadioura-

SI Pres pue poylaur ggs LIews
ayy pasterd qox prysey Mpqy wewr

-ITeU ([eMESAJ) UODEI0SSY POOY -

~I910Ig SIauLIe] 1ped erskefeiy
‘pies
ay Ssdoio oy joape Asianpe
M JITYM UOTIDSJUT Puk BLIgaRg
ur Swiduuq aq M Aap A
sssod e st axa ‘syuerd 8 jo a1ed

aye) pue ageuew o) spray ped ay
ojur of apdoad Aueur 0oy Uaym,,

'sdoan oY) 10§ 91rd 0) p[ay ayy

uo paxmbal.moce[ yonur nopim

aponsad, pue 19synaay apruiids
0} pasn ale sauoap ey pres 8N

*J9]EM PUR SIUaLGNU

103 juerd eax agy pmm L saad

-u102,, pue ped sa[quIasal Yanm
paam Jo adA) e ST 2011 Apeamy

RIEIRIAIVGA]
waym pres ay Sued ped ag
M wspure) ut Surmold uiody paj

-uaAaad pue afqrsia Afisea (uiSue
mped) a0 Apasm  sayewr ST
pue syrerd usamiaq aoeds Tapim
B ST 9Ia) ‘poyiawr SIyl RIM,
‘spaas 1ped mos 0)
saouerdsiren Jo afesn aip se yons
saumoeur Aq paserdal pue papied

1} 1ped e 1e 1saAley Ji9y) o) Bulpuane siauned tpiemlo) Aem ay L

-SIp udaq pey 201 Sumeanmo A
-[eNUBW JO UIBISAS P[0 Al PIEs ay
‘PO gSS RS Ay} Japup)
'sarnsnput Surssadoad aoux pue
uoneAnmo 1ped J0] pIEMI] ABM
a1 sem powpewr Jrews pratd ydng
ap pres ‘wononpoxd rped sAoua
-mnsuod sty Surpeaddn ut Jaaout
awrad B ST oym ‘wr sang SN
NIR(Q URWAUIDSSe URYIUT{as
‘popawr ayy
fuisn Apeaae azam nuedfuaial
pue uelue[eY ‘Uepay ‘SIIad
ur seade L1 1l ualy) pajou sy
Anunod
A ur seaxe uoneAnma 1ped opo
0] PApUAXA a( PMOM ggs 1TeWS
A 1By} Pres 1y WR{eH uepun{o]
yme( [eruss-A1e1a10as AnsTuTy
A1moag poo pue AIMIMOLISY
uay} “Ieak se] Axenue[ uj
“prEs A YorS
g7 v I0] GOWNM SISOD OTuyM
A9uea [eao] a) 0) paredutod Sy

~1ad OFIA 0) OEIAN MOqR $1S00 1]

-ansuadxa aynb 11 1aAeMOH,,
‘spaas ped

pugAy a1y Suisn Aq a1eay
Jad sauuol T I UBd aM.,
‘BUTYD) WOI) spaas ped
Jo Kyarrea puqdy e Suneanmo Aq
pRU 1aysny v Surdear mou azam
sTourre] Aueur 1y pres dex
“MIIAIIIUT UE UT PIES ay
«auroour.mo Juauiddns o1sFunp
J3P0 Op 01 SWIM JABY OS[E am
‘poIaur ggs MeWS N PIM.,
el e pague
Sey popaur STy Ing ‘pRIA Mol
aY) 0) ANp JIJNS 0} Pasn M.,
“uedaq
PATIBNIUT (FES 1BWS) PP IPed
IS B[eds afre ajf)s-uryounias
) 2ours aaeay Jad sauuo)
XIS 0) aAT] snotaald s wodj pajq
-NOp PeY ‘pres ay ‘saAley o],
‘SpratA Jay8ny wap
W3noaq sey £Z07 W UBYOUDES
U PAONPOIUT POEauT UONBADMI
ped Suriesuord v ‘enyd urey deg
o stawirey tped Ioj HNVTI

Awrwoaieisa@iuem
HYIHLOW INVM A8

sjjnsai ay1 buides) sisuuie)
10} puaspob e aAneniu;

JoIA Iped dn

Ol

Aem [oaou

e gss Mews

6 NOLL¥N

YIS FHL

YICIN

G303/8/%3

HATSY.L



‘eAuEjEy ‘Ul unye) eped ue|
-nq denas ueNTe[Ip Ul yeisep p
eURIN Uen[e| eAuewenia) uerel
Iejnies Ip nedelow Sues ueyeUIa)
uemrey depeyio) npedasiag Isel
-adQ "UENRUID) UBMIEY UBXliqeq
-WaW Sued uesuereway uelpeoy
SNLIBS SUBPUBWDW  INOIIN..
“TeulIa)ap uejeqer
uep snod ejod3ue uexjeqIEUI
niny N3t npedasiag BIBDYS UEY
-nyep Sueh 1seredo ‘eAueiey
nre| unye) Sueluedas
dex3ue)ip nquia| g1 uep Sulguues
10%@ Jjedwa ueyiigqequuaul nedel
uemrey uedexsuel Oz JeAueq
-9S ‘Bjeyisq Yepreqq Uuepueq
pewyy (NDJN) Suesnjy En
yelae(  sufeyy eyesnenas
“UBNEUID) UBMIBY UBIEC
-flow uesueeway nyeaq deisy
uexiodellp ‘s Ip NHIYD eppd
uep yored Iepasay (L3YH) Yeue],
uenfewsy Uedueduey uesEMEY
nyejuaquBsl 004  UooyD
“eAuejex /000'0SINY ueld
-niey yepun{ uefusp uexiode[p
UENEUID] UBMIEY UBSUR[BWSY 2
Gz yeduegas Mie[ [Ienigad essury
-9S uenuer yoduiay wele(,
‘arngnp
-1y eAey Ley Suepalusw Suisew
-8ulsewl  ueyeu1d) Suninsusw
neye Jequeusw npRd nquisy
Jeulzsjuaw Sued npiapul eAu

WDGN NYSHI ~fu naeg-naeq
Buesniy eng |p eAed ueje{ ueseme ip esen| JenBuad de)BUEP Ueela}a¢ GUeA UR)eLIS) QWS NYIDYHYE3S

@

LAt YHYDEN

-BUIeINIa)} yeulajuad enwss,
‘uedue|
-ewey uejequesuswl edsuryes
wrerew niyem eped pAUBIEINID]
efel ue[el seje I[p UeIElEYIaq
Jepn eielawl UByeRUWID) Suejeurq
uepj@Isewaw Jynjun  gqemel3und
-8ueliaq yige] nped yeuisjuad

ny1  ueBungnyues  ‘eAueiey
‘M[e] MBNIGSY UEP Uenuer
eped ueqiejedp nj1 UeEnIey
yequnl uelessue ‘ejedlsq 00y
uooyD IS uepuajuniadng ‘Bues

- BND yelse( SHod eruay
‘uemaq
BNp yoduwa) Weep U Jelsep p
nye[daq UB{pON2IIp UBIRILD}IDQ
nOuIR] UBYjeCipul UeRIapUy
UBSUB[EWISY S8y G7 UBNIIequau
000'0STINY  HeAuegas UeENIDY

- Sungsueuswr esyedis) eAel ue|

-ef eunsduad - HNVSAW VOO
HYT NVNL INNIIY Y210

uebuereuay s93) 57

‘000'0STINY 1611
Sumbbue) eunbbuad ¢

~ mezenajiaqg

Hepn uexqenla)

- Buejeuq uexnsed
njad yeuiajuad

m_oﬂm =Q_Em_.m==n=v_ .E-o_ Jequre].



| TR DIWL ; MEDI& A D
1 MNANT 4 MELULIM ettt |

| 24/3/2025 THE STAR ONLINE

RM1.4mil Ramadan boom

KANGAR: The Ramadan Bazaar Tani, organised by the Perlis branch of Federal Agricultural Marketing
Authority (Fama), has recorded RM1.4mil in sales so far across its two main locations at Simpang
Empat permanent farmers’ market and Dataran ABC MAIPs, Kangar.

State Fama director Mohd Anzara Azizan said that the sales value involved 120 entrepreneurs and is
expected to reach the RM1.5mil target, as the bazaar still has about 10 days remaining in its
operation period.

“This bazaar not only helps boost the income of local traders, but also provides the public with
access to a variety of agricultural products and fresh produce throughout Ramadan,” he told
reporters yesterday, reported Bernama.

Earlier, Fama distributed Sentuhan Kasih kits containing essential items to 30 asnaf (hardcore poor)
who are congregation members of Masjid Al-Ariffin Padang Katong.

Kangar Municipal Council president Affendi Rajini Kanth and Mohd Anzara attended the event.

Meanwhile, Mohd Anzara said that to embrace the spirit of Ramadan and encourage acts of giving,
the state Fama also organised the Sentuhan Kasih Ramadan @ Bazar Ramadan Tani.

He added that the programme, held three times since March 7, had successfully collected 600kg of
food and beverages which were distributed to the community at eight mosques across the state.
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93% of Kada padi fields expected to be harvested by June

KOTA BHARU: Over 25,000ha, or 93%, of the padi fields under the Kemubu Agricultural Development
Authority (Kada) is expected to be harvested by June.

Speaking to reporters at the Perdana Iftar event with staff and media practitioners here on Saturday
(March 22), Kada chairman Khalid Abdul Samad said that so far 4,574ah have been harvested with
encouraging results due to fairly good weather during the Northeast Monsoon transition.

He said that for the past two consecutive seasons, farmers had suffered losses due to drought and
floods, however, measures were taken to face the dry season this year.

"Fortunately, the anticipated drought in February and March did not occur, allowing farmers to reap
their harvests as planned," he said.

Khalid also announced that reinforcement work on the sheet pile at the Kemubu pump station will
begin before June, with an allocation of approximately RM5mil to ensure smooth planting for the
next season.

He emphasised that this is an urgent measure to prevent a collapse that could disrupt irrigation.

He added that the state government has also approved Kada’s request to construct a new sheet pile,
and the agency is currently finalising its design. - Bernama
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