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EMERGENCY MEASURES

GOVT

UP HEAT

RESPONSE

3,300 tube wells
activated, cloud
seeding in drought-
hit areas, says Zahid

FUAD NIZAM
SHAH ALAM
fuadnizam@nst.com.my

HE government has in-

tensified emergency

measures to address ex-

treme heat and the pro-
longed dry weather, activating
over 3,300 tube wells nationwide
and conducting cloud seeding
over drought-hit areas.

Deputy Prime Minister Datuk
Seri Dr Ahmad Zahid Hamidi
said the Fire and Rescue Depart-
ment had been instructed to
clean and operate the tube wells,
especially in high-risk, fire-prone
zones, as the Southwest Monsoon
persists with lower rainfall and
soaring temperatures.

“These wells were prepared
earlier and have now been read-
ied for operations,” Zahid said af-
ter overseeing a cloud-seeding
operation at the Subang Air Force
Base yesterday.

“I've directed the fire depart-
ment to carry out cleaning and fire
prevention operations, particular-
ly in areas prone to forest and peat
fires when temperatures rise.”

Zahid, who chairs the National
Disaster Management Commit-
tee, said fast operational re-
sponse was being coordinated
through the fire department and
district-level disaster manage-
ment committees.

The monsoon season is expect-
| ed to last until mid-October and
authorities remain on high alert.

Zahid said the government had
successfully carried out a cloud-
seeding mission over the critical-
ly low Bukit Merah Dam in Gu-
nung Semanggol, Perak, where
heavy rainfall was reported just
45 minutes after the operation.

“The dam’s water level had fall-
en to a critical 12.21 per cent, or
19.8 feet (6 metres), by July 31 due
to prolonged dry conditions.”

He said the dam was important
for padi irrigation, domestic sup-
ply, fisheries and flood mitigation.

He said the Meteorological De-
partment (MetMalaysia) had
identified suitable cloud forma-
tions inland from the Strait of
Malacca, prompting the deploy-
ment of a Royal Malaysian Air
Force C-130 Hercules aircraft.

The aircraft released 6,000
litres of sodium chloride solution
into the clouds, resulting in the
desired rainfall.

“This is a scientifically guided
operation. With God's will, it
brought the outcome we hoped
for. We expect it will help ease
pressure on local agriculture and
water supply.”

Zahid voiced concern over ris-
ing temperatures nationwide,
highlighting that several areas,
including Bandar Baharu in

‘Kedah, Selama in Perak, Temer-
_loh in Pahang, Limbang in

Sarawak, and Tenom and Pitas in
Sabah, had recorded extreine
heat for three consecutive days.

MetMalaysia and the Drainage
and Irrigation Department were
monitoring other reservoir zones
and potential hotspots for further
intervention, he said.

“Our focus is on areas critical
for domestic, agricultural and in-
dustrial water needs. We will not
wait for formal requests. Action
will be taken when ground mon-
itoring shows water level_s have
dropped below 30 per cent.”

Zahid said the Health Ministry
would issue public advisories to
limit heat exposure, especially
for schoolchildren.

District education offices have
been instructed to reschedule out-
door activities where necessary.

Page 1 pic: Sodium chloride
solution being released into the
clouds above Bukit Merah Dam
in Gunung Semanggol, Perak,
yesterday.
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Flying high for fresh water

Cloud seeding operation creates rain to save critically low Perak dam

By CHARLES RAMENDRAN
charles,ramen(@thestar.com.my

PETALING JAYA: A cloud seed-
ing exercise has helped increase
the critically low water level at
the Bukit: Merah Dam in
Semanggol, Perak, caused by the
dry spell, says Datuk Seri Dr
Ahmad Zahid Hamidi.

The Deputy Prime Minister said
adownpour occurred just 45 min-
utes after 6,000 litres of salt solu-

tion was sprayed into cumulus

clouds to generate rain at noon
yesterday.

He said the operation was con-
ducted by a Royal Malaysian Air
Force (TUDM) €-130 Hercules air-
craft, which took off from its base
in Subang at about 11.30am.

Ahmad Zahid, who also joined
the flight with the TUDM crew,
said the dam’s water level stood at
ahout 6m indepth, a mere 12.21%
of its capacity.

“The dam level was below 30%
of its minimum capacity.

“According to the Malaysian
Meteorological ~ Department
(MetMalaysia), there were cumu-
lus clouds over the Straits of
Malacca moving from the west
towards the mainland.

“The clouds were sprayed with
the solution at altitudes of
between 5,000 and 8,000 feet. I
was informed during the return

+ flight to Subang that precipitation
occurred 45 minutes later.

“With this scientific method
and the help of God, we hope the
water level issue will be over-
come,” he said to reporters after
the cloud seeding operation yes-
terday.

Ahmad Zahid, who is also the
National Disaster Management

(Nadma) committee chairman,
said the dam is not only a water
source for households, but also
provides water to padi planta-
tions and fish farms,

He said failing to promptly
address the water shortage could
have a ripple effect that may
affect food supply, income of rural
folk and the stability of the local
ecosystem.

Ahmad Zahid revealed that the
Perak government and the
Agriculture and Food Security
Ministry had sought the assis-
tance of Nadma in mid-July to

conduct cloud seeding operation
to increase the low water level at
the dam,

He also said the districts of
Bandar Baharu (Kedah), Selama
(Perak), Temerloh (Pahang) and
Limbang (Sarawak) as well as
Tenom and Pitas, both in Sahah,
had recorded high temperatures
of between 35°C and 37°C for
three consecutive days since Aug
iy

“We will monitor these areas
and see if there is a need for
cloud seeding to be carried out
there.

“However, our priority is to

ensure there is adequate supply
at water dams,” he said.

Ahmad Zahid noted that with
the southwest monsoon season,
rainfall is scarce and the climate

is hot, adding that the dry spell is

expected to end in mid-October,

““In the meantime, the Fire and
Rescue Department has been
directed to prepare the 3,000 tube
wells we have to mitigate fires,
especially in peat-soil grounds
and forests.

“The Health Ministry has also
advised outdoor activities, espe-

‘Ahmad Zahid
aboard the
C-130 Hercules
before taking
off from the
TUDM Subang
Air Base for
cloud seeding
operations.

— FAIHAN
GHANI/The
Star

cially amang children, to be post-
poned during this season.”

Also present were TUDM chief
of flight operations Lt Jen Datuk
Masro Kaliwon, Nadma director-
general Datuk Abdul Halim
Hamzah and MetMalaysia deputy
director-general Zunaidi Mat.
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Iangkah strategik
perkukuh kedudukan
Malaysia sebagai
pengeluar nanas
berdaya saing
peringkat global

Kota Kinabalu: Industri nanas
Sabah kini memasuki dimensi
baharu dengan termeterainya
Memorandum an
(MoU) dan Perjanjian Kerjasa-
ma yang membuka laluan Ke-
paria pamhangunan lebih mam-

berteknologi tinggl di
negerfitu.

MoU antara Lembaga Perin-
dustrian Nanas Malaysia (LP-
NM), Lembaga Kemajuan Tanah
Negeri Sabah (SLDB) dan Lem-
baga Pertubuhan Peladang
(LPP).:tudlmeteralhersempm
Hari Peladang, Penternak dan
Nelaysm Kebangsaan (HPPNK)

Mujhs menaudatanganl MoU

~di Sabah Interna-

tional Convention Centre (SI-
CC] baru-baru ini.

Ia disaksikan Menteri Perta-

nian dan Keterjaminan Maka-

nan, Datuk Seri Mohamad Sabu

serta timbalannya, Datuk Seri

Arthur Joseph Kurup.

Pengerusi LPNM, Sheikh
Umar Bagharib All berkata
kerjasama tiga penjuru ini,
langkah strategik yang bakul
memacu pertumbuhan sekior
nanas di Sabah, seterusnya
memperkukuh kedudukan Ma-
laysia sebagai pengeluar nanas
berdaya saing pada parjngkal
global.

Menurutnya, Sabah kini mun-
cul sebagai negeri berpotemi

sesuai,
illim tropika stabil serta soko-
ngan kerajaan negerl vang prog-
resif.

“Setakat ini, Sabah mencatat-
kan keluasan penanaman nanas
sebanyak 1,370 hektar; menjadi-
kannya negeri keempat ter!
selepas Johor, Sarawak dan Pa-
hang.

“Dengan pelaburan dan kepa-
karan lebih tersusun, industri
ini dijangka memberi impak be-
sar kepada sekuriti makanan ne-
gara, ekonomi luar bandar, serta
pasaran eksport,” katanya da-
lam kenyataan.

Empa fokus utama kerjasama
itu iaity;

@ Pembangunan tanah

buhan se

a tiga penjuru pacu
ktor nanas Sabah

‘Mohamad bersama Arthur dan Sheikh Umar menyaksikan MoU antara LPNM, SLDB dan LPP bersempenn Hari Peiadang, Penternak dan Nelayan
Kebangsaan 2025 di Sabah International Convention Centre, baru-baru ini

Tanah milik SLDB akan di-
manfaatkan untuk projek tana-
man nanas komersial,
sejajar dengan dasar pertanian
Sabah.

© Pembangunan teknologi dan
i baharu

teknologi moden bagi memenu-
hi permintaan tempatan dan glo-
bal

® Pemindahan ilmu dan tek-
nologi

Latihan dan . demuns!rasi tek-
nologi akan dilaksana bersama
LPP untuk memperkasa usaha-

LEMBAGA PERINDUSTRIAN
NANAS MALAYSIA

wan tani dan peladang Sabah.

® Pengukuhan ekosistem in-
dustei :

Modul pengeluaran dan pema-
saran nkan ﬂ.ibangunlmn bagi

Asia Timur dan Asia Barat.

Mol berkuat kuasa 3 tahun
Pada masa sama, SLDB dan LPP
menyatakan komitmen untuk.
menerusi tanah,

ikan

nilai dan

pasaran.
' “Kerjasama ini membuktikan
komitmen kami untuk membina

industri nanas yang lebih ber-

egaskan, Sa-
bah berpotensi menjadi hab pe-
ngeluaran dan eksport nanas uta-
ma negara, terutama ke pasaran

peladang kepakaran

ﬁheﬂ:h Umar berima, Mol ini
akan berkuat kuasa selama tiga
tahun dan boleh diperbaharui
atas persetujuan bersama.

Katanya, pelaksanaan akan di-
selaras oleh wakil setiap agensi
yang bertanggungjawab meman-
tau kemajuan dan menilai im-
pak kerjasama ini.
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Sedia RM30] pertmgkat agromakanan

Kuala Lumpur: Agrobank
melancarkan Program Mo-
denisasi Rantaian Nilai Ag-
romakanan (PMRNA) 2025,
inisiatif pembiayaan stra-
tegik dengan peruntukan
sebanyak RM3o juta ber-
_tujuan untuk memperka-
sakan perusahaan mikro,
kecil = dan
(PMKS) dalam sektor ag-
romakanan melalui pemer-
kasaan penggunaan agro-
teknologi. v
Program di bawah Inisia-
tif Belanjawan 2025 ini me-
rupakan usaha Agrobank
dalam menyokong agenda
keterjaminan makanan ne-
gara dengan meningkatkan
kecekapan pengeluaran ha-
sil ~ pertanian  menerusi
penggunaan teknologi mo-
den seperti Internet Benda
(IoT), Kecerdasan Buatan
(Al), teknologi hijau, me-
kanisasi dan automasi, ser-
ta analisis data raya.
Presiden/Ketua Pegawai

sederhana -

MAJLIS Penyerahan Dana Program Modenisasi Rantaian Nilai
Agromakanan yang diserahkan Menteri Pertanian dan
Keterjaminan Makanan, Datuk Seri Mohamad Sabu (dua dari
kiri) kepada Ketua Pegawai Pembangunan Agrobank, Ahmad
Ariff Abu Bakar (dua dari kanan).

Eksekutif Kumpulan Agro-
bank Datuk Tengku Ahmad
Badli Shah Raja Hussin ber-
kata, PMRNA 2025 adalah
cerminan komitmen Agro-
bank dalam mendukung
aspirasi  nasional  bagi
memperkukuh rantaian ni-

lai agromakanan negara.
“Melalui program ini,
kami bukan sahaja menye-
diakan pembiayaan yang
kompetitif, malah turut
menyokong pembangunan
kapasiti teknologi dalam
kalangan usahawan komu-

; mtl tani.

-“Di bawah program inj
pemblayaan sehingga RM

- juta menerusi dua produl
‘utama Agrobank iaitu Pem

biayaan Berjangka-i da
Pembiayaan Modal Kerja-
disediakan dengan margii
pembiayaan sehingga 100
peratus merangkumi ko
agroteknologi, infrastruk
tur sokongan dan mods
kerja,” katanya.

Menurutnya, selain itu
pembiayaan ini ditawarka
dengan kadar keuntunga) -
serendah 3.0 peratus seta
hun melalui konsep patul
Syariah Tawarrug. :

“Keutamaan  diberikas
kepada syarikat Bumipute
ra, dengan syarat pemili
kan 51 peratus rakyat Ma
laysia dan perniagaan ber
daftar yang mematuhi ga
ris panduan syariah sert
bebas daripada sebaran
tindakan undang-undang
katanya.
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Merah tumbuh rumpﬁt

Oleh WAT KAMAL ABAS
utusannews@mediamulia.com.my

BAGAN SERAI Tasik Buklt Me-

di sini yang surut kini ditu-
mbuhi rumput selain terdapat
rekahan pada tanah dasar tasik
tersebut.

Tinjauan mendapati tanah
dasar tasik yang ditumbuhi
rumput melibatkan kawasan
dari tebing Bukit Merah Lake-
town Resort (BMLR) hingga ke
tengah tasik menyebabkan ka-

wasan itu kelihatan seperti ta- °

man yang menghijau.

Tanah dasar tasik berdeka-
tan resort juga kelihatan
merekah dan ada sebahagiann-
ya menjadi keras hingga boleh
dipijak untuk berjalan.

Keadaan itu menyebabkan
ada pengunjung yang turun
hingga ke dasa:tas1kbag1tu]uan
berswafoto bersama'keluarga

mereka.

Seorang remaja, Qaisara Wafa
Zara Shima Kamal, 13, yang da-
tang bersama keluarganya dari
berkata, pemandangan unik itu
memberi pengalaman berbeza
berbanding kunjungannya sebe-
lum ini.

“Memang luar biasa sebab
dasar tasik yang kering ini
penuh dengan rumput hijau
malah ada juga cengkerang
siput dan lokan bertaburan di
celah-celah rumput.

“Perubahan landskap ini
turut menjadikan kawasan ini
lokasi menarik untuk bergam-

bar apatah.lag,l dengan cuaca

. panas dan latar belakang unik
- seperti tunggul kKayu, batu-ba-
tu besar serta bekas aliran air

tasik yang jelas kelihatan.

“Ramai kawan-kawan se-
kolah saya sudah datang dan ber-
gambar di sini. Semua tempat
nampak cantik dengan suasana
tasik yang kering ni,” katanya ke-
tika ditemui kelmarin.

Utusan Malaysia sebelum
ini melaporkan tasik seluas 40+
kilometer persegi itu surut se-
jak pada pertengahan Jun lalu
sehingga Jabatan Pengairan
dan Saliran (JPS) Daerah Kerian
terpaksa menghentikan beka-
lan air ke sawah apabila paras
bacaan air menyusut di bawah
paras 20 kaki.



