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— Phaotos: Bernama

PATIN fish, scientifically known

as Pangusianodon hypophthalmus,

i3 no stranger to Malaysian

N o sk b ungat
ong the stret S

Perak, this freshwater

takes on a character of its own.

A whiskered catfish from the
Pangasiidae family, patin is prized
not only for the thrill it gives to
fishermen hunting it, but also for
the rich flavours it brings to the
dining table,

Patin tempoyak is a prized dish
made from the fish and ferment-
ed durian.

The abundant and relatively
clean waters of Sungai Perak,
the second longest river in the
peninsula, serves as a natural
“cage” for patin farming.

From these walers come patin
that are widely regarded as firm,
sweet and free from the muddy
aftertaste offen associated with
river fish.

Acrording to Perak Malaysian
Fisheries Development Authority
(LKIM) director Ahmad Zulkifli
Ismail, the quality of patin from
the river stands our for several
reasons.

Its flesh is less fishy and notice-
ably firmer compared with parin
farmed in other parts of the
country.

“These are influenced by the
river’s water quality, feeding prac-
tices and even weather conditions

“Because the water is unpollut-
" ed, the fish does not develop a
rnuddy smell. That makes a big
difference in taste,” he told
Bernama when met af the LKIM
Perak State Contract Farming
Pru}ect in Kampung Mandah of

ng, Kuala Kangsar.

Ahmad Zulkifli said these r.ar—
tors worked together to ensure
consistent production of
high-quality fish.

“When you eat it. you can laste
the sweeiness. It's a different kind
of sweetness compared with patin
from other areas.”

Currently, seven patin cage
farmers are involved in the LKIM
Perak State Contract Farming
Project across Kuala Kangsar and
Pant.

In Kampung Mandah alone,
four participans received nearly
RME60,000 in funding last s

Their efforts yicgftﬁd 31."2&1&l‘met-
ric tonnes of patin, with a total
value of RM149,400.

Ahmad Zulkifli said production
recorded an increase of between
30% and 40% from 2024 to 2025,
equivalent to an additional 15 to

Ahmad Zulkifli (sacond fram left) netting fish at Kampung Mandah, Mancng in Kuala Kangsar.

fetch up to RM40 per kg.

Patin farmed under LKIM Perak State Contract Farming Project can

Perfect conditions for patin

Sg Perak fish sweeter with no muddy aftertaste

17 metric tonnes, depending on
the operator.

In monetary terms, this trans-
lated into an increase of between
RM40,000 and RM50,000.

“With the farmers’ dedication
and the guldance provided by
agencies, the growth has been
encouraging,” he said, while urg-
ing more entrepreneurs and
farmers ta participate in the pro-
gramme.

“The market for Sungai Perak
patin is not limited to Perak or the
Klang Valley.

“Demand comes from across
the couniry; at the moment, it far
exceeds supply,” he said.

Some producers, he added.
have even managed to export
small quantities of patin to
Singapore, demonstrating that the
fish has patential beyond domes-
tic markets.

The pmiect, Ahmad Zulkifli
aﬁoos was designed not only

t local patin production
but also guarantee market access
and provide farmers with a struc-
tured, lower-risk contract farming
maodel that helped to raise income
levels.

Patin farmed in the river comes

Fish farmer Mohd Nasir Imam Ibrahim doing maintenance work
on the cages.

in four varieties - patin buah,
biasa, emas and lawang - all of
which are marketed nationwide.
Patin huah commands the high-
est retail price at KM40 per kg,
while parin emas and patin
lawang are sold at RM25 per kg.
Commun patin, meanwhile,
remains the most affordable at
RM16 %1
Whol e prices follow a simi-
lar pattern, with patin buah
priced al RM38 per kg, commaon

patin at RM12 per kg, and patin
emas and patin lawang at RM20

"’Eg"fammmzm
the higher pri n buah
reflects the ing period

The fish takes nearly nwo years
before it is ready for the market,
compared with about a year for
common patir, resulting in higher
mainfenance cosis.

For farmer Zun Kurnain

Sahudin, who has been involved
fish farming for about a dec-

ade, patin buah is both the most

prized and the most demanding.

“It is very sensitive. ITit is dis-
turbed, it eats less.

“Even people w: across
the cages and causing them to
shake can cause stress to the fish.

“When that happens, il refuses
1o eat, grows more slowly and
takes longer before it can be
sold.”

He said demand for common
patin Temains consistently high.
to the point where supply strug-
gles to keep up.

Kampung Mandah farmers find
monthly demand reaches about
S1X meiTic tonnes.

Patin buah, however, sees sea-
sonal demand. particularly dur-
ing Chinese New Year.

During this period, buyers tend
to priorifise quality over price.

“Every year, we rear parin buah
specifically for Chinese New\eax

“Customers don’t ns
want very large fish, but hlgger is
generally better,” said Zun
Kurnain, who operates 15 patin
cages, each rapahle of holding
around 2,000 fish

He believes stmnger promaotion
of the fish can help reflect its true
value, as prices in the siaie
remain lower compared with
other regions.

“Qur retail price is RM16 per
kg, while in other states it can
reach RM22.

“Wholesale price here is RM12.
With feed costs rising, better pro-
motion could help justify a shight
increase,” he said.

Zun Kurnain claimed that
research has shown fish from
Manong and Kampung Mandah,
whether cage-farmed or
fr rank among the
best in terms of taste.

Located along
stretch of the river, Kampung
Mandah benefits from clean
waler free from upstream and

‘wasles, giving it
idea] conditions for fish farming.

Since joining the project, Zun
Kurnain's preduction has risen
from 3.5 metric tonnes valued at
RM35,000 to 16.65 metric tonnes
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Bountiful harvest:
Fish farmer Ahmad
Ibrahirm showing patin
ﬂsh reared along Sungai
- Perak, near Kampung
Mandah in Manong, — 4
Bernama

IR £ e £ s

Patin fish reared in Sungai Perak,
- specifically near Kuala Kangsar,
- is finally getting its due. Farmers
~ are unable to keep up with rising
demand. >3
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Hasil padi Perlis merosot 40 peratus

KANGAR: Hasil padi Perlis di-
jangka merosot sehingga 40
peratus atau sehingga 3,240 tan
metrik kesan daripada cuaca pa-
nas yang berlarutan hampir dua
bulan lalu.

Pengerusi Jawatankuasa Per-
tanian negeri, Megat Hashirat
Hassan berkata, sawah yang ter-
jejas itu melibatkan kawasan se-
luas 770 hektar di luar kawasan
Lembaga Kemajuan Pertanian
Muda (MADA) di negeri ini.

Katanya, kawasan terjejas
membabitkan 771 pesawah itu
tidak dapat menerima beka-
lan air berikutan sumber dari
empangan Timah Tasoh sudah
tidak mampu melepaskan air.

“Ada kawasan yang kita da-
pat selamatkan melalui lang-
kah-langkah yang dilaksanakan
seperti penyediaan pam air dan
sebagainya. Kawasan yang tidak
dapat diselamatkan, pesawah
yang terkesan itu boleh memo-

padi,” katanya kepada Utusan
Malaysia di sini semalam.
Sebelum ini, media melapor-

hon skim takaful tanaman

HASIL padi diPerlis dijangka merosot sehingga 40 peratus atau
sehingga 3,240 tan metrik kesan daripada cuaca panas yang berlarutan
hampir dua bulan lalu. - UTUSAN/IZLIZAN OTHMAN

- kan, sebanyak tujuh kawasan

di semenanjung Malaysia kini
berada pada tahap 1 (berjaga-
jaga) susulan peningkatan suhu

‘maksimum harian mencecah

antara 35 hingga 37 darjah celsi-
us sekurang-kurangnya selama
tiga hari berturut-turut.

Jabatan Pertanian negeri dan
agensi berkaitan sebelum ini
telah mengambil langkah awal
menggerakkan pegawai ka-

wasan ejen pengembangan tan-
aman antaranya menyediakan
pam sebanyak 39 unit.

Perlis menjadi negeri yang
merekodkan jumlah hari tanpa
hujan tertinggi iaitu melebihi
40 hari dengan cuaca panas dan
kering terus berlarutan dijangka
sehingga Mac. Bagaimanapun,
kebelakangan ini Perlis mula
menerima taburan hujan dengan
kelmarin antara paling lebat.
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Harga daging lembu segar
naik di Kota Bharu

KOTA BHARU: i—IaIga daging lem-

bu segar di beberapa lokasi di sini _

didapati mencatatkan kenaikan
antara RM1 hingga RM2 sekilo-
gram.

Tinjauan Utusan Malays:a
mendapati, walaupun harga
daging mencecah sekitar RM28
sekilogram, permintaan terhadap
bahan mentah itu tetap tinggi.

Peniaga, Ibrahim Wan Omar,
60, berkata, dia terpaksa me-

nyelaraskan harga jualan dari-
pada RM26 sekilogram kepada -

RM28 sekilogram berikutan har-
ga bekalan yang lebih tmggl ke-
tika Ramadan.

“Permintaan memang tidak
pernah surut. Setiap hari seekor
lembu habis dijual walaupun
harga naik sedikit. Walaupun
bekalan dari negara jiran, kual-

itinya tetap sama dan setanding
daging kampung,” katanya ketika
ditemui.

Bagi peniaga di Kampung Ke-
dai Buluh, Wan Ibrahim Moham-
ed, 58, pula, dia memilih untuk

' mengekalkan harga jualan daging

segar pada RM25 sekilogram.
Katanya, ini kerana lembu
dipelihara sendiri, sekali gus me-
nyebabkan harga ditawarkan men-
jadi sedikit murah, berbanding
tempat lain. :
Sementara itu, pengguna, Ra-

him Mat Hasan, 66, berpendapat,

harga daging segar masih stabil
ketika ini berbanding negeri-neg-
eri lain.

“Haiga masih stabil ketika ini
walaupun daging segar pernah
mencecah sehingga RM32 sekilo-

- gram,” ujarnya.
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