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NATION 4

RM45.6mil for I\/Iada rice mill

IERLUN The government has -
approved an allocation of g
‘RM45.6mil for the development:
of a rice mill by the Muda
Agricultural Development
Authority (Mada) as an initiative
to help strengthen the country’s B
padi and rice sector.

Agriculture and Food Security °

Minister Datuk Seri Mohamad Sahu (ptc)r

said the mill, which will be built in Megat
Dewa, near here, reflects the government’s
commitment to ensure a more organised
and competitive production chain.

“The new mill will ensure the collection,
processing and production of rice are car-
ried out efficiently, increasing the value of
padi yields and providing greater benefits
to farmers, particularly by reducing reh—-
ance on middlemen.”

Mohamad said this in his speech during
the presentation ceremony for the Paddy
Crop Takaful Scheme here on Saturday,
reported Bernama.

Mohamad said that for 2026, Mada is
targeting an average padi yield of 6.1

tonnes per hectare through the
modernisation of padi field
management, improvements to
' Irrigation and drainage infra-
structure, as well as the optimi-
sation of agricultural input
usage.
@  In line with-this, the ministry
£ =55 s stepping up efforts to increase
the country’s rice self-sufficiency rate from
52.6% nationwide and 58.3% in Peninsular
Malaysia to 70% by 2030 to strengthen
national food security.

“The ministry will also implement the
3M approach - build, upgrade and main-
tain — through the Agricultural Infra-
structure Strengthening Master Plan 2026-
2040, which will place special focus on the
padi sub-sector to address ageing infra-
structure issues while strengthening pro-
duction support systems.”

This year, his ministry will ‘focus on
mamtammg irrigation and drainage sys-
tems in 14 rice-bowl and 13 non-rice-bowl
areas, in addition to upgradmg 1,346km of
agricultural roads.
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"SITUATION UNDER CONTROL

PADI QUTPUT HIT AS
MADA DAM LEVELS FALL

Recent hot weather,
inconsistent rainfall
affecting water
supply, says minister
NDORA“ZURA ABDUL RAHMAN

JERLU
news@nst.com.my

HE ongoing drought

has affected water stor-

age levels at dams un-

der the Muda Agricul-
tural Development Authority
(Mada), which in turn has im-
pacted padi production for the
current season.

Agriculture and Food Security
Minister Datuk Seri Mohamad
Sabu said the overall water stor-
age level at Mada dams was cur-
rently at around 40 per cent due
to the recent hot weather and
inconsistent rainfall.

He said the drought, which
began late last year, had also
affected padi yields, although
the situation remained under
control.

“Although rain began falling
yesterday and today, the impact
remains minimal as rainfall
must occur in upstream areas 1o
increase water levels at the
dams,” he said on Saturday.

He was speaking at the Padi
Crop Takaful Scheme (STTP)
contribution presentation cere-
mony and a meeting session
with farmers’ leaders in the Ma-
da area here.

According to data on the Mada
website, up to Saturday, Pedu
Dam recorded a water storage
level of 42.23 per cent, 11.12 per
cent at Muda Dam and 55.96 per
cent at Ahning Dam, bringing

the overall water storage level to
41.55 per cent.

Mohamad said for this year’s
first planting season scheduled
to begin in April, Mada planned
to implement the dry seeding
method as a measure to adapt
planting activities to the current
water supply situation.

He said the existing water sup-
ply was expected to be sufficient
for the implementation of the
method while awaiting more fre-
quent rainfall forecast towards
the end of April.

Meanwhile, Mohamad said his
ministry was also monitoring
developments in
the West Asia con-

Overall, the

conflict could potentially lead to
a rise in global oil prices, which
might affect transportation
costs and food prices.

He also said the supply of es-
sential food items including
beef, chicken and coconuts re-
mained sufficient ahead of Hari
Raya Aidilfitri.

Meanwhile, the government
has approved an allocation of]|
RM45.6 million for Mada to de-
velop a rice mill.

Bernama reported that Mo-
hamad said the mill would be
built in Megat Dewa near here,

“The new mill will ensure that
the collection, pro-

flict to assess its : 2 duction of rice are
impact on the country.s carried out effi-
country’s food se- Jfood supply is ciently, increasing
curiﬁy. currently not thedval.ue-iagded oé
The ministry’s padi yields an
International Divi- aﬁecr?d and providing greater
sion and Food Se- Fremains benefits to farm-
curity Division has sufﬁcient. ers, particularly by

been instructed to
prepare a report on
the matter within a
week,

Malaysia’s re-
liance on food im-

SABU

DATUK SERI MOHAMAD

Agriculture and food
security minister

on middlemen.”
Mohamad said
that for this year,

ports from Gulf
countries remained low, as the
country sourced much of its
food from Asean nations such as
Vietnam and Thailand, he said.
“In addition, Malaysia also
sources food supplies from oth-
er countries including China,
Australia, New Zealand, Ar-
gentina and Brazil, as well as
several South Asian countries
such as India and Pakistan.
“Overall, the country’s food
supply is currently not affected
and remains sufficient.”
However, he said, the govern-
ment would continue monitor-
ing the situation as prolonged
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tonnes per hectare through the
modernisation of padi field!
management, improvements (o
irrigation and drainage infras-
tructure as well as the optimi-
sation of agricultural input us-
age.

In line with this, the ministry,
is stepping up efforts to increase
the country’s rice self-sufficien-
cy rate (SSR) from 52.6 per cent
nationwide and 58.3 per cent in
Peninsular Malaysia to 70 per
cent by 2030.

“The ministry will also imple-
ment the 3M approach — build,
upgrade and maintain —
through the Agricultural Infras-
tructure Strengthening Master
Plan 2026-2040, which will
place special focus on the padi
subsector to address ageing in-
frastructure issues while|
strengthening production sup-
port systems.” :

This year, Mohamed added,
his ministry would focus on
maintaining irrigation and
drainage systems in 14 rice bowl
and 13 non-rice bowl areas, tar-
geting works along 2,000km o
irrigation canals, in addition to|
upgrading 1,346km of agricul-|
tural roads to ensure smooth
production and logistics in the|
agricultural sector.
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Kemarau jejas
bekalan air

Paras takungan turun
sekitar 40 peratus

Oleh WAN MOHD NOOR HAFIZ
WAN MANSOR

JERLUN - Paras takungan air di empangan
bawah seliaan Lembaga Kemajuan Pertanian
Muda (MADA) kini menurun kepada kira-kira
40 peratus berilkutan kemarau yang melanda
sejak hujung tahun lalu.

Menteri Pertanian dan Keterjaminan
Makanan, Datuk Seri Mohamad Sabu ber-

= (T} BERITA SINAR HARIAN
A '

PALING TREND!
SETAKAT J:‘dﬂ 5 PETAHG‘AH!D‘
AIDILFITRI JATUH PADA

JUMAAT, 20 MAC DHUAE -
SAASST

IRAN DAKWA 220 ANGGOTA
TENTERA ASTERBUNUH DALAM
SERANGAN TERBAHARU

10 PELURU BERPANDU IRAN
PALING BERKUASA

kata, keadaan cuaca panas serta taburan
hujan yang tidak menentu kebelakangan ini
turut memberi kesan kepada pengeluaran
padi bagi musim penanaman semasa.

Bagaimanapun, katanya, situasi tersebut
masih berada dalam keadaan terkawal.

“Tahun ini kita berdepan kemarau yang
menjejaskan pengeluaran padi. Paras
takungan empangan MADA kini sekitar 40
peratus.

“Walaupun hujan sudahmula turun sejak
semalam dan hari ini, kesannya masih kecil
kerana air perlu turun di kawasan hulu bagi
menambah takungan diempangan,” katanya
pada sidang akhbar pada Sabtu.

Beliau berkata demikian selepas meng-
hadiri Majlis Penyampaian Sumbangan Skim
Takaful Tanaman Padi (STTP) serta sesi per-
jumpaan bersama pemimpin peladang di
kawasan MADA di sini.

Hadir sama Pengerusi MADA, Datuk Dr
Ismail Salleh dan Presiden yang juga Ketua
Pegawai Eksekutif Kumpulan Agrobank,
Datuk Tengku Ahmad Badli Shah Raja Hussin.

Berdasarkan data di laman web MADA,
Empangan Pedu mencatatkan kadar takung-
an air 42.23 peratus, diikuti Empangan Muda
(1112 peratus) dan Empangan Ahning (5596
peratus) dengan jumlah keseluruhan kadar
takungan air sekitar 41.55 peratus.

Dalam padaitu, Mohamad berkata, bagi

Mohamad (dua dari kanan) menyampaikan STTP kepada wakil penerima Wilayah 2 MADA

Jitra sempena Maijlis Penyampaian STTP di Tam Teh Homestay, Jeriun.

musim pertama 2026 yang dijadualkan ber-
mula Aprilini, MADA merancang melaksana-
kan kaedah tabur kering sebagai langkah
menyesuaikan penanaman padi dengan
keadaan belclan air semasa.

Menurutnya, bekalan air sedia ada di-
jangka mencukupi untuk pelaksanaan kae-
dah tersebut sementara menunggu taburan
hujan yang dijangka lebih kerap menjelang
penghujung April,

“Langkah ini bagi memastikan aktiviti
penanaman diteruskan walaupun berdepan
cabaran bekalan air ketika ini,” ujarnya.

Dalam perkembangan lain, Mohamad
berkata, pihaknya turut memantau per-
kembangan konflik di Asia Barat bagi menilai
kemungkinan kesannya terhadap tahap ke-
selamatan makanan negara.

Katanya, Bahagian Antarabangsa dan
Bahagian Sekuriti Makanan kementerian te-
lah diarahkan menyediakan laporan dalam
tempoh seminggu bagi menilai sebarang
implikasi terhadap bekalan makanan negara.

“Buat masa ini, pergantungan import
makanan negara dari negara Teluk adalah
rendah kerana Malaysia banyak bergantung
kepada negara ASEAN seperti Vietnam dan
Thailand.

“Selainitu, bekalan makanan turut diper-
oleh dari China, Australia, New Zealand,
Argentina dan Brazil serta beberapa negara
Asia Selatan seperti India dan Pakistan,” kata-
nya.

Tambahnya, secara keseluruhan bekalan
makanan negara ketika ini masih mencukupi
dan tidak terjejas.

Bagaimanapun, beliau berkata, kerajaan
akan terus memantau perkembangan se-
masa kerana konflik berlarutan berpotensi
menyebabkan kenaikan harga minyak dunia
yang boleh memberikesan kepada kos peng-
angkutan serta harga makanan.

“Insya-ALLAH bekalan makanan asas
termasuk ayam, daging dan kelapa juga men-
cukupiuntuk menampungpermintaan sem-
pena Aidilfitri tidak lama lagi,” katanya.
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cukup,

'Bekalan l{elapa |

harga RM1.80
hingga RM2.50 sebiji

Oleh AIN SAFRE BIDIN
utusannews@mediamulia.commy

BAGAN DATUK: Bekalan ke-
lapa bagi memenuhi keperluan
menjelang sambutan Hari Raya
Aidilfiti di daerah ini men-
cukupi walaupun negara kini
berdepan cuaca panas.

Malah,” harga kelapa juga

ga RM2.50 sebiji bergantung ke-
pada saiz dan kualiti.
Seorang peraih kelapa, Nor-

an cuaca panas ketika ini tidak
menjejaskan pengeluaran buah
kelapa tua yang menjadi sumber
utama santan untuk kegunaan
| masakan tradisi Aidilfitri.

Menurutnya, kualiti buah ke-
lapa yang dituai juga pada tahap
baik dengan kebanyakannya
bersaiz besar dan menghasilkan
santan bermutu tinggi.

“Walaupun cuaca panas,

kekal stabil antara RM1.80 hing-

man Marzuki, 41, berkata, keada- -

buah kelapa tidak melawas dan
hasilnya memuaskan. Bekalan
di sekitar Bagan Datuk men-
cukupi untuk menampung per-
mintaan semasa Ramadan dan
menjelang Aidilfitri.

“Ramai pemilik kebun me-
maklumkan hasil kali ini sangat

baik. Kebanyakan buah bersaiz
besar berbanding sebelum ini

yang banyak bersaiz kecil dan
sukar dijual,” katanya ketika
ditemui di sini.

Norman yang juga pena-
nam dan peraih kelapa berkata,
dia mampu mengumpul ra-
tusan ribu biji kelapa untuk
dibekalkan kepada peraih lain
termasuk di Kuala Lumpur, Se-
langor dan beberapa kawasan di
Perak.

Jelasnya, bekalan seterusnya
diproses bagi menghasilkan
santan segar untuk kegunaan
sepanjang Ramadan dan persia-
pan Hari Raya Aidilfitri malah

hingga Aidiladha nanti.

Norman berkata, sebelum ini
perubahan cuaca serta musim
hujan berpanjangan menyebab-
kan buah kelapa bersaiz keci
dan tidak menepati piawais
pasaran.

Katanya, keadaan itu me-
nyebabkan berlaku lambaka
apabila buah tidak dapat dijual,
malah ada yang bercambah dan
tidak lagi sesuai untuk diproses
menjadi santan. ;

“Masalah itu berlaku kerana
pokok kelapa lama terendam
semasa musim hujan. Ketika itu
bekalan agak terjejas, namun
kini keadaan sudah pulih sepe-
nuhnya

“Setakat ini saya telah mem-
beli antara 100,000 hing
300,000 biji - kelapa danpada
pekebun sekitar bagi menam-

pung permintaan menjelang Ai-
dilfitri, dan jumlah itu dijangka
menmgkat ” katanya.

PEKERJA mengupas kelapa sehelum dljual untuk diproses men]adi santan ketika tm;auan di Tebuk Buluh
Simpang tiga di Bagan Datuk, Perak. - UTUSAN/AIN SAFRE BIDIN
e ————————
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