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‘Cadangan naik, struktur harga beras
tidak boleh bebankan pengguna

Oleh NURUL IRDINA SUMALI
irdina sumali@mediamiliacommy

PETALING JAYA: Setiap cada-
ngan untuk menaikkan atau
menstrukturkan semula harga
Beras Putih Tempatan (BPT)
perlu mengambil pandangan
semua pihak supaya keputusan
akhirnya tidak membebankan
pengguna.

Kementerian Pertanian dan
Keterjaminan Makanan berka-
ta, oleh itu kerajaan sentiasa
mengambil pendekatan berha-
ti-hati dan berhemah kerana ia
melibatkan makanan ruji negara
dan kepentingan rakyat secara
langsung.

Katanya, sebarang kepu-

tusan juga ftidak akan dibuat

secara tergesa-gesa dan mesti
mengambil kira pandangan pe-
sawah, pengilang, pengedar dan
pemain industri.

“Kementerian akan terus me-
laksanakan sesi libat urus ber-
sama pemain industri, pesawah,
pengilang, pengedar serta pihak
berkepentingan bagi memasti-
kan sebarang keputusan yang di-
ambil bersifat inklusif, seimbang
dan mengambil kira kepentingan
semua pihak,” katanya kepada
Utusan Malaysia.

Ahad lalu, Perikatan Nasional
(PN) memaklumkan bersedia
menetapkan harga lantai belian
padi pada kadar RM3,000 bagi
sefiap tan metrik sekiranya di-
beri mandat membentuk kera-
jaan selepas Pilihan Raya Umum

ke-16 (PRU16).

Komitmeh itu akan dimas-
ukkan dalam manifesto gabun-
gan berkenaan sebagai usaha
meningkatkan pendapatan pe-
sawah serta memperkukuh sek-
tor agromakanan negara.

Jelasnya, kadar semasa seki-
tar RM1,500 per tan metrik dili-
hat tidak lagi mencukupi dan
kenaikan kepada RM3,000 ada-
lah munasabah bagi menjamin
kelangsungan hidup pesawah.

Bagaimanapun, ~ Pengeru-
si Pengilang-Pengilang Beras
Malaysia, Marzukhi Othman
berkata, cadangan PN itu tidak
realistik dan hanya sekadar
janji politik kerana ia boleh me-
nyebabkan harga beras melonjak
sehingga RM60 bagi 10 kilogram.

Menurut kementerian lagi,
kerajaan selama ini mengambil
langkah berterusan membantu
pesawah melalui penyelarasan
Harga Lantai Belian Padi (HLP),
bantuan subsidi, insentif dan
pelbagai program sokongan lain
bagi memastikan industri ber-
kenaan terus berdaya tahan.

Jelasnya, setiap langkah yang
diambil juga bertujuan memas-
tikan sistem sedia ada dapat
disesuaikan dengan realiti kos
semasa supaya pesawah terus
mampu bertahan dan industri
padi tempatan tidak semakin
mengecil.

Katanya, jika pendapatan pe-
sawah tidak lagi berdaya saing,
negara berdepan risiko generasi
muda tidak berminat untuk ter-

libat dalam sektor penanaman
padi. ;
“Keadaan ini boleh mening-
katkan kebergantungan negara
terhadap beras import dan mem-
beri kesan kepada keterjaminan
makanan negara,” katanya.

Kementerian ~ menambah,
cadangan penstrukturan harga
BPT tidak boleh dilihat secara
sempit sebagai isu kenaikan
harga semata-mata, sebaliknya
perlu difahami dalam konteks
kelangsungan industri padi dan
beras negara.

Katanya, harga kawalan BPT
pada kadar RM2.60 sekilogram
dikekalkan sejak 2008 bagi me-
mastikan rakyat terus menda-
pat akses kepada bekalan beras
pada harga berpatutan
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Tambah baik mdustn padl
;baru bmcang tentang harga

; PE'I'AI.ING JAYA. Cadangan
menaikkan harga lantai be-

lian padi kepada RM3,000
tidak memberi kesan menye--

luruh kepada industri sekira-

nya masalah asas dalam skop
i pengeluazan _padl tld'ak, di- -

selesaikan,

Pengerusi Persatuau Pengl
~ lang Beras Melayu Malaysia
| (PPBMM), Mohamad Termizi
Yop berkata, perkara itu ter-
masuklah dalam aspek kos
input, kualiti baja, sistem sa-
liran dan penggunaan benih
padi yang lebih memberi ke-
san langsung kepada penge-
luaran serta pendapatan pe-
sawah.

“Kalau perkara asas ini
tidak diselesaikan, kenaikan
harga tidak akan memberi ke-
san menyeluruh,

“Bukan soal harga semata-

perti baja yang tidak berkua-
liti perlu diperbaiki. Sistem
saliran, pengurusan air hujan
dan benih padi juga memain-
kan peranan penting. Ada
keadaan padi tidak menjadi
langsung kerana faktor ini.

“Cadangan harga RM3,000
bagi setiap tan metrik ada-
lah tidak realistik sekiranya
penambahbaikan  terhadap
asas industri padi dan beras
tidak dilakukan terlebih da-
hulu,” katanya kepada Utusan
Malaysia.

Perikatan Nasional (PN)
kelmarin meletakkan janji un-
tuk menaikkan harga lantai
belian padi kepada RM3,000

setiaptan

ﬁdak‘ .l- l-l

mata, tetapi bahan input se-

sekiranya

terhadap

asas industri
padidan

beras tidak
terlebih dahulu.”

MOHAMAD TERMIZI YOP

bagi setiap tan metrik sekira-
nya gabungan itu membentuk
kerajaan selepas Pilihan Raya
Umum Ke-16 (PRU16).

- Pengerusi Gabungan Pe-
ngilang-Pengilang Beras Ma-
laysia, Marzukhi Othman
dberkata, janji tersebut tidak
masuk akal dan jika dilaksa-
nakan boleh menyebabkan
harga beras melonjak sehingga
RM60 bagi 10 kilogram (kg).

Beliau berkata, adalah
lebih baik dipertimbangkan
kenaikan subsidi harga padi
kepada pesawah dari RM500
kepada RM1,500.
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i Insanﬂfpemba;akw: dapat mengurungkan beban dlmnggung psawah akibat kenaikan harga diesel.

‘Wang pendahuluan
RM200 sehektar

(Foto hiasan)

bantu pesawah

Insent:f -
pembajakan
berjumlah RM48j
pastikan keglatan
penanaman padi
dapat dlteruskan

bhnews@bh.com.my

Putrajaya: Kerajaan bersetuju
membayar wang pendahuluan
bagi insentif pembajakan berju-
mlah RM200 sehektar kepada pe-
sawah padi berdaftar di seluruh
negara bagi memastikan golo-
ngan itu dapat meneruskan ke-
giatan penanaman padi ketika
berdepan kenaikan harga diesel.

Perdana Menteri, Datuk Seri
Anwar Ibrahim, berkata pem-
berian membabitkan implikasi
kewangan RM48 juta itu adalah
sebahagian daripada Insentif
Pembajakan Kepada Pesawah
(IPKP) yang diumumkan Menteri
Pertanian dan Keterjaminan Ma-
kanan, Datuk Seri Mohamad Sa-
bu, pada 14 April lalu.

Perdana Menteri berkata, in-
sentif yang akan memberi man-

1 Iaat kepa,da 240,000 pesawah ber-

daftar itu diputuskan pada me-
syuarat Majlis Tindakan Ekono-
mi Negara (MTEN) yang dipe-
ngerusikan beliau semalam.
“Mereka (pesawah) terpaksa se-
wa mesin bajak, jadi program
pembajakan itu mesti diteruskan,
tetapi mereka perlukan modal.
“Justeru, kita berpendapat, le-
bih baik diberikan pendahuluan
RM200 sehektar supaya mereka
boleh terus bergerak menjalan-
kan kegiatan penanaman padi,”

. katanya pada sidang media Kri-

sis Bekalan Global di Perdana

Putra di sini, semalam.

Ap hamad me-
ngumumkan IPKP dinaikkan da-
ripada RM160 kepada RM300 se-
hektar bagi membantu golongan
pesawah susulan kenaikan kos
bahan api akibat krisis tenaga
global.

Beliau berkata, peningkatan
bantuan tunai BUDI Agri-Komo-
diti daripada RM300 kepada
RM400 sebulan juga membukti-
kan Kerajaan memahami beban
yang sedang ditanggung oleh le-
bih 200,000 petani dan pekebun
kecil yang kini bergelut dengan
peningkatan kos operasi perta-
nian.

Dalam usaha menyokong pe-
nanaman padi juga, Perdana
Menteri mengarahkan Tentera

Udara Diraja Malaysia (TUDM)
serta Jabatan Bomba dan Penye-
lamat Malaysia (JBPM) mening-
katkan operasi pembenihan
awan di utara Semenanjung su-
sulan musim kemarau panjang
melanda kawasan berkenaan.

Anwar menegaskan, operasi
berkenaan perlu dilaksanakan
dengan kadar segera.

“Kita sedar di utara Kedah te-
rutama yang menghadapi musim

‘kemarau yang agak lebih pan-

jang daripada biasa. Itu menye-
babkan kesukaran peladang dan
juga pesawah..

“Kita telah mengarahkan pem-
benihan awan ditingkatkan oleh
TUDM dan saya juga minta
JBPM yang mempunyai keupa-
yaan yang relatif lebih kecil me-
neruskan kegiatan (pembenihan
awan) dalam beberapa hﬂrl ini,”
katanya.

Kelmarin, Anwar dilaporkan
mengarah Jabatan Meteorologi
Malaysia (MetMalaysia) menye-
gerakan pelaksanaan operasi
pembenihan awan di negeri yang
berada pada tahap kritikal, khu-
susnya Kedah dan Perlis.

Beliau berkata, langkah itu
adalah keperluan mendesak da-
lam mendepani situasi cuaca se-
masa, sélain menyarankan peng-
gunaan teknologi dron bagi me-
ngatasi kekangan logistik agar
operasi berkenaan dapat dilak-
sanakan dengan lancar.
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Oleh TUAN BUQHAIRAH ~ bajak.

PUTRAJAYA - Kerajaan

LAPORAN

hektar kepada pesawah
bagi memastikan aktiviti
penanaman padi dapat diteruskan.

Anwar Ibrahim berkata, inisiatifitu  Global di bangunan
melibatkan implikasi kewangan  Perdana Putra di
sebanyak RM48jutadanmemberi  sini pada Selasa.

Kita berpendapat lebih baik
diberikan pendahuluan
RM200 supaya mereka ;

bolch terus bergerak .+
menjalankan kegiatan g
penanaman padi.”
-Anwar

Bantuan RM200 sehektar

pesawah terpaksa sewa mesin

TUANMUHAMADADNAN ~ “Aktiviti embaiakan mestidi-
: . ~teruskan juga tetapi me- -
reka perlukan modal. Jadi,

menjalankan kegiatan pe-
nanaman padi,” katanya.

Beliau berkata demikian se-
Perdana Menteri, Datuk Seri  masaSidang Akhbar Krisis Bekalan

H
ul

Insentif pembajakan  manfaat kepada 240,000 pe- ‘ B ENLAR Ul«” - l\%
bantu 240,000 sawah berdaftar. ; - : TUNAIMEMBANTU
Foid - “Majlis Tindakan Ekonomi DES AW/
pesawah teruskan Negara (MTEN) dalam mesyuarat PESAWAH
penanaman padi tadi (Selasa), bersetuju menyalur-
i kan wang pendahuluan kerana

Peruntukan bagi

bersetuju menyalurkan kita berpendapat lebih menjayakan inisiatifini
wang pendahuluan Kadar MU baik diberikan pendahu- - - ————
Khas Inisiatif Pembajakan luan RM200 supaya me- b Ly
sebanyak RM200 se- reka boleh terus bergerak T :
Kenaikan harga diesel memaksa ramai pesawah menangguhkan kerja

di sawah susulan peningkatan kos operasi yang semakin
membebankan,

bantu pesawah susulan kenaikan
Menteri Kewangan, kerajaan pri-  harga diesel komersial,” katanya.
hatinterhadap keluhan pesawah Tambah beliau, musim ke-
dan Bantuan Khas Insentif  marauyanglebih panjang daripada
Pembajakan itu telahdiumum-  kebiasaan di utara Semenanjung
kan Menteri Pertanian dan  termasuk Kedah turut men-
keterjaminan Makanan jejaskan aktiviti penanaman
(KPKM), Datuk SeriMohamad  padi di kawasan berkenaan.

- Sabu pada 14 April lalu. “Kerajaan telah mengarahkan
“Bantuan itu di- pembenihan awan diper-

s \ﬂngkatkan dari- tingkatkan oleh Tentera

Menurut Anwar yang juga

akan menerima
manfaat

pada RM160 Udara Diraja Malaysia
kepada (TUDM) dan Jabatan

. RM300se- Bomba dan Penyelamat
. hektarbagi ~ Malaysia dalam beberapa

m e m - hariini, ujarnya.
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PeSAWAH hargai sstrs

berkesan bagi membantu
|n|5|at|f RM200
Pesawah Malaysia (PeSAWAH), Abdul
wang pendahuluan RM200 sehektar, jum-
Ie bl h be rkesan Mmurutnya kos penggunaan diesel

depan peningkatan kos

Se h ekta r t a p| Rashid Yob berkata, walaupun pihaknya
la‘ﬁtersebutmaslhtldakmencukupiunmk
bagi aktiviti penanaman padi kini men-

menghargaiinisiatif kerajaan menyalurkan

syo or fleet carc
i menpmpung kDSSEbEﬁaletanggungpe-
cecahsekitar RM700 sehektar, sekall gus

* menjadikan bantuan il hanya

ni.
Pengemsu Pertubuhan Persaudaraar

mampu menampung se-

bahagian kecil perbelanjaan.
“Penggunaan bahan api

merangkumi kira-kira 80 pe-

 mudahan fleet card diesel ber-

subsidi kepada pengusaha
traktor dilihat langkah lebyh
berkesan mengawal kos ope-
rasi.

ratus kos operasi tanaman “Jika fleet card diberikan,
padi, jadi apabila harga-diese| ™ pengusaha boleh mendapat-
meningkat, keseluruhan kos kan diesel pada harga subsidi
turut terkesan,” katanya ke- et dan ia secara langsung mem-
padaSinarHarianpadaSelasa. ABPU- RASHID bantu mengurangkan beban
Tambahnya.selainlwsdlsel pesawah  kos.
turut berdepan kenaikan harga input lain “Bantuan tunai seperti RM200 hanya
termasukbaja, petnbalalandan penugian  mampumengurangkan sedikit beban te-
yang terus menekan margin keuntungan.  tapi tidak menyelesaikan punca utama
Justeru, katanya, pemberian ke-  kenaikan kos,” ujarnya.
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Padi farms get early help

Govt to provide RM200 per hectare to sustain plahting

By QISTINA SALLEHUDDIN
gistina.atikah@thestar.com.my

PETALING JAYA: Rising fiscal strain from
the prolonged Middle East conflict has led

the government to intensify cost-of-living

support measures for the people, says
Prime Minister Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim.

At a press conference yesterday, Anwar
said padi farmers will receive an advance
of RM200 per hectare under the ploughing
and harvesting incentive to ease the rising
COSS.

He said the decision, made at the National
Economic Action Council meeting yester-
day, takes into account the need for padi
farmers to rent machinery and ensure the
ploughing programme continues without
disruption.

He said the measure will cost the govern-
ment RM48mil and is expected to henefit
some 240,000 registered padi farmers
nationwide.

“They are re d to rent ploughing
machinery, and the programme must
continue, but it requires upfront capital.

“Therefore, the government believes it is
appropnate to provide an advance of

00 per hectare so that planting activi-
ues can proceed smoathly,” he said.

Lastmonth, Agriculture and Food Security
Minister Datuk Seri Mohamad Sabu said the
government will increase the Ploughing
Incentive for Padi Farmers (IPKP) from
RM160 to RM300 per hectare.

Anwar said the prolonged Middle East
conflict has strained government finances,
noting that despite aid and diesel subsidies,
Putrajaya is now shouldering an extra
RM5bil a month in spending.

He, however, said the government must
continue to confront these challenges and
do its utmost to ease the burden faced by
the public, particularly those who are rela-
tively less well-off, poor and vulnerable.

On a related note, Anwar urged local
authorities and state governments to cut
rental rates for small businesses to ease
rising cost pressures, with reductions to
take effect this month.

He said this follows growing concerns
over financial strain faced by small-scale
traders, many of whom operate from
premises owned by local couneils and gov-
ernment-linked agencies,

“Within our means, the first step is to

reduce rental rates. Most of these premises
are owned by government-linked compa-
nies or agencies such as Majlis Amanah
Rakyat (Mara) and UDA Holdings Bhd,
which from this month will begin reducing
rental rates for all small business premises
under their management.

“This also falls under the jurisdiction of
local authorities and state governments,
and 1 urge them to act swiftly, with reduc-
tions taking effect this month, to ease the
financial pressure faced by these traders,”
he said.

The Prime Minister also instructed that
the Madani Rahmah Sales Programme be
further expanded in all states on a weekly
basis as part of ongoing efforts to reduce
the caost of living.

He said the initiative, which is currently
managed by the Domestic Trade and Cost
of Living Ministry, has already helped
lower prices of essential goods by up to
30% below market rates.

“Last year, the government implemented
more than 25,000 Jualan Rahmah pro-
grammes across all state constituencies in
the country.

“l would like this to be implemented
immediately, and for 2026, we have
announced 30,000 programmes.

“This means an expansion in scale to
cover all state constituencies, and to be
held at least once every week, allowi
buyers to know where goods are available,

Anwar:
‘The government
believes it is appropriate
to provide an advance
of RM200 per hectare
so that planting
activities can

proceed smoathly.

— Bernama

Mlddie East

et y“

Conf

Fﬁ

on fixed days and schedules.

“We also want to ensure the programme
is held not only in urban areas but also in
selected rural and village areas,” he said.

He added that the initiative also aims to
ensure small businesses and traders are
involved and benefit from it.

“We do not want this to become a plat-
form for large companies, but rather to
ensure the benefits of the programme pro-
vide opportunities for small traders to sell
their goods at more affordable prices,” he

Meanwhﬂe the Royal Malaysian Air
Force (TUDM) has been instructed to inten-
sify cloud seeding operations in response
to the prolonged dry spell affecting parts of
the northern region.

Anwar said the situation in states such as
Kedah has been exacerbated by an unusu-
ally long dry season, causing difficulties for
plantations and padi farmers.

“We have instructed cloud seeding to be
stepped up by TUDM, and [ have also asked

the Fire and Rescue Department to contin-

ue its operations wif

its capacity,” he
said.

WATCH THE u 2

# " government-linked agem:ies

. nationwide this year.

New government
financial assistance

Ploughing incentive for

padi farmers

m Advance RM200 payment per
_hectare of farmland to 240 000 padi
farmers.

m To provide
extra capital
for farmers
torent

I.ower rental for commen:ial
premises under federal

= Lower
rates to
begin this
month.
mNew rates
to be
announced .
separately
ona
district-by-district level later.
m To lower operational costs for small
traders, hawkers and food stall
operatnrs

Jualan Rahmah Madani
initiative
mTo be expanded to 30,000 locations

m Will be conducted ona weekly
basis.

Source: Finance Ministry ke Starsraphics
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NEW INITIATIVES

AID LIFELINE FOR

TRADERS, FARMERS

PM unveils slew of
measures from
rental cuts to cash
advances to ease
the people’s burden

HAKIM MAHARI
KUALA LUMPUR
hakimmahari@nst.com.my

RIME Minister Datuk Seri

Anwar Ibrahim an-

- nounced several mea-

sures yesterday to lighten

the people’s cost of living bur-
den.

He said rent for small business
premises owned by government-
linked agencies, like Majlis
Amanah Rakyat (Mara) and Uda
Holdings Bhd, will be reduced
from this month to help traders
and hawkers.

“Most of these premises are
owned by government-linked
companies or agencies, such as
Mara and Uda. Starting this
month, rent at these business
premises will be reduced, with
announcements to be made at
the district level soon,” he told a
press conference yesterday to an-
nounce these measures.

Anwar, who is also finance min-
ister, called on state governments
and local -authorities to follow
suit, noting that several, includ-
ing Kuala Lumpur City Hall

(DBKL) and the Selangor govern-
ment had taken similar steps.

“Following the example of
DBKL, which has reduced rent, [
call on all local authorities and
state governments to do the same
starting this month.

“I would also like to thank Se-
langor Menteri Besar Datuk Seri
Amirudin Shari for responding
positively and announcing that
rent for business premises — es-
pecially those occupied by small
traders, hawkers and food oper-
ators — will be reduced soon.”

DBKL has halved the rent for
hawkers and small traders, from
April L until Dec 31, 2027.

Anwar also said Jualan
Rahmah markets, which offer
goods at a discount, will be ex-
panded to 30,000 locations na-
tionwide this year and will held
weekly to ensure consistent ac-
cess for consumers.

“Last year, the government im-
plemented more than 25,000
Jualan Rahmah programmes in-
volving all state constituencies in
the country.

“So, I want this to be imple-
mented immediately, and for
2026 we have announced 30,000
Jualan Rahmah programmes.

“This means an expansion.
First, to all state constituencies,
and second, it must be carried
out weekly. In this way, con-

'asﬁxed’daysands&eﬂulﬂ:
“And we also want fo ensure
that Jualan Rahmah pro-

grammes are held not only in ur-
ban fringe areas, but also in se-
lected rural and village areas,” he
said. :

Anwar said efforts will also be
made to ensure small traders
benefit from the programme.

“We do not want this to become
a platform dominated by large
companies, but rather to ensure
that the benefits of the Jualan
Rahmah Madani programme al-
low small traders to sell their
goods at lower prices.

“Of course, this initiative does
not solve all problems, but I be-
lieve it can help ease the current
burden. God willing, through our
weekly engagements and cabinet
meetings every Wednesday, we
will continue to examine and ex-
plore new initiatives to reduce
the burden of the people.”

Anwar also said the govern-
ment will provide padi farmers a
RM200 advance to help them
meet rising opreational, land and
machinery costs.

RM48 million will be spent on
the initiative, approved by Na-
tional Economic Action Council,
and is expected to benefit about
240,000 padi farmers.

Anwar said he has ordered the
Royal Malaysian Air Force to ex-
pedite cloud seeding operations
in the north of the peninsula fol-
lowing the prolonged dry spell.

He said the Fire and Rescue De-
partment has also been instruct-
ed to continue supporting the on-
going operations over the next
few days.
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Farmers
turn climate
chaos into
crop gain

JASIN: Unpredictable weather is
no longer a hindrance but has
instead become an advantage to
local watermelon growers, who
are leveraging seasonal varia-
tions across the country to sustain
year-round production.

Entrepreneur Koh Eng Koon
said differences in rainfall pat- |
terns between the northern and
southern parts of Peninsular
Malaysia allow for staggered
planting, preventing supply dis-
ruptions in the market.

“Based on my over 30 years of
experience, I have observed that
weather patterns in Malaysia
shift from north to south. So when
it starts raining in the northern
states, I start planting in the south.

“The weather is becoming more
extreme, but if we understand the
patterns and plan planting prop-
erly, we can still maintain supply,”
he told Bernama.

He said the strategy of planting
across multiple states ensures
production remains unaffected
while reducing the risk of losses
due to extreme weather in any
single location.

“So far, we have farms in almost
all states except Kuala Lumpur,
Penang, Sabah and Sarawak.

“At each location, we limit
planting to around 300 to 500ha.
This way, if one area is affected,
we still have other locations as
backup,” said Koh, who started
with just 1.6ha of land in Tiang
Dua, Melaka, in the early 1980s.
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