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‘Keluhan rakyat diutama’

Kuala Lunpur: Perberi-
an bayaran pendahuluan

rﬁbil kira panciangan pe-

sawah -:pfda‘ peringkat

Insentif Pembajakan Ke-
pada Pesawah (IPKP), da-
ewangan pesawah
memastikan kelancaran
-persediaan  memulakan
penanaman padi musim
120085 S7eidie '

Menteri Pertanian dan
Keterjaminan Makanan,
Datuk Seri Mohamad Sa-
bu, berkata inisiatif itu
membolehkan pesawah
‘menerima bayaran pen-
gahgllg;n lebiflawal, ber-

anding perlu menge-
luarkan modal se;‘cﬁeri
terlebih dahulu.

Beliau berkata, pesawah
hanya boleh membuat
tuntutan IPKP selepas:
kerja-kerja = pembajakan
gelesags tad i

“Pengumuman ini jelas
menunjukkan  Kerajaan
MADANI sentiasa mende-
ngar keluhan dan menga-

FKerajaén_ juga komited

‘terus menambah baik

ndekatan sedia ada agar

kebajikan pesawah sentia-

sa terpelihara, selaras
usaha memperkukuhkan
keterjaminan makanan
negara,” katanya.
‘Perdana Menteri berka-
ta, inisiatif itu yang di-
persetujui pada mesyua-
rat Majlis Tindakan Eko-
nomi Negara (MTEN) di-
pengerusikannya, kelma-
rin, akan membabitkan
implikasi kewangan seba-
nyak RM48 juta.
‘Mohamad berkata, be-
liau telah mengarahkan
pihak kementerian untuk
memuktamadkan segera
proses pelaksanaan baya
ran terbabit. -
Katanya, ia supaya.ba-
yaran pendahuluan itu
dapat disalurkan tanpa
kelewatan.
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Tindakan la]u PM ]adl ‘penyelamat awal’

Alor Setar: Tindakan pan-
tas Perdana Menteri, Datuk
Seri Anwar Ibrahim me-
luluskan bayaran pendahu-
luan insentif pembajakan
RMzo0 per hektar diang-
gap sebagai ‘penyelamat
awal’ kepada pesawah yang
bergelut dengan kenaikan
kos operasi dan kekangan
air ketika ini.

Pengerusi Lembaga Ke-

' majuan Pertanian Muda

(MADA), Datuk Dr Ismail
Salleh berkata, keputusan
itu memberi kelegaan be-
sar kepada pesawah untuk
segera memulakan kerja
penyediaan tanah tanpa

' perlu menunggu bantuan

penuh disalurkan.

Katanya, reaksi cepat ke-
rajaan membuktikan kepr-
ihatinan terhadap keluhan

' golongan pesawah yang
. terkesan akibat ' kenaikan
+ kos upah dan harga diesel

susulan faktor global.
“Langkah memberi pen-

dahuluan ini sangat positif

kerana pesawah boleh te-

rus bergerak melakukan
pembajakan dan penyedi-
aan tanah lebih awal.

“Ini penting supaya ki-
taran penanaman tidak te-

rus tertangguh,” katanya.
Dr Ismail berkata, sebe-
lum ini ramai pesawah ber-
depan kesukaran untuk
memulakan kerja kerana

perlu menanggung kos se--

waan jentera yang semakin
meningkat.

Katanya, walaupun kera-
jaan sudah naik kadar in-
sentif pembajakan, keper-

Reaksi cepat kerajaan
membuktikan
keprihatinan terhadap

_keluhan golongan

pesawah yang terkesan
akibat kenaikan kos”

Ismail

luan sokongan seperti sub-

sidi bahan api secara ber-.

sasar masih menjadi fun-
tutan utama pesawah.

“Pesawah berharap satu
skim seperti fleet card da-
pat diperkenal seperti sek-
tor lain, bagi mengurang
beban kos operasi.

Beliau berkata, isu keku-
rangan air di kawasan em-

~pangan turut menjadi ca-

baran utama yang menye-
babkan kelewatan musim
penanaman kali ini.

Katanya, paras takungan

air rendah memaksa MA-
DA melaksana beberapa
langkah termasuk Operasi
Pembinaan Awam (OPA)
bagi memastikan bekalan
air mencukupi.

“Kita akui berlaku sedxkxt
kelewatan kerana menung-
gu air, namun usaha se-
dang giat dijalankan untuk
memastikan jadual pena-
naman dapat disusun se-
mula.

“Kita harap walaupun
berlaku sedikit pertindihan
jadual, ia masih boleh di-
kawal dan kembali kepada
jadual asal,” katanya.

Kerajaan bersetuju me-
nyalurkan bayaran penda-
huluan RM200 sehektar ke-
pada pesawah berdaftar di
seluruh negara bagi me-
mastikan aktiviti penana-
man padi tidak terjejas.

Beliau berkata, langkah
itu membabitkan implikasi
kewangan sebanyak RMa8
juta dan dijangka memberi
manfaat kepada kira-kira
240,000 pesawah.
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Alor Setar

aras takungan air di
kawasan seliaan
Lembaga Kemajuan
Pertanian Muda (MADA)
menunjukkan trend mem-
bimbangkan apabila kese-
luruhan takungan kini ha-
nya sekitar 38.45 peratus.
Berdasarkan data terkini
menerusi laman web MA-
DA semalam, keadaan pa-
ling kritikal direkodkan di
Empangan Muda yang
mencatatkan hanya .28
peratus takungan,
Empangan Pedu yang
menjadi sumber utama be-
kalan mencatatkan 39.4 pe-

ratus takungan dan masih .

meneruskan pelepasan air
secara terkawal.

Empangan Ahning pula
berada pada tahap lebih sta-
bil dengan 51.04 peratus,

Pengerusi MADA Datuk
Dr Ismail Salleh berkata,
pihaknya dengan kerjasa-
ma agensi berkaitan me-
laksana Operasi Pembina-
an Awam (OPA) sekali lagi
bagi memastikan bekalan
air di kawasan sawah men-
cukupi.

Katanya, pesawah diga-

_lak manfaat sumber air se-
dia ada untuk memulakan
penanaman.

“Air kita ada sikit di sa-
wah. Jadi, guna apa yang
ada di sawah walaupun se-
dikit, untuk mula mengu-
sahakan tanaman. Jika ber-
laku masalah seperti tana-
man tidak menjadi, lapor
pada Pertubuhan Peladang

‘Gunakan apa yang ada’

Pesawah disaran manfaat sumber ekoran paras takungan air empangan menurun

]

PESAWAH membajak menggunakan jentera di Kampung Tanah Merah, Jitra- Gambar NSTP/WAN NABIL NASIR

Kawasan (PPK) untuk tin-
dakan lanjut.

“Kita tidak biarkan pe-
sawah berdepan masalah

ini sendirian, bantuan di-
pertimbangkan berdasar-
kan keperluan semasa,” ka-
tanya.

Beliau berkata, pihaknya
bersedia bantu daripada
segi penyediaan pam air
bagi memastikan pesawah

tidak berdepan kekangan
bekalan,

Katanya, ada hampir
1,000 pam air pelbagai ka-

pasiti di seluruh kawasan
MADA yang boleh diguna,
terutama di kawasan ber-
hampiran saliran.




DRI NASIONAL
HARIAN

7/5/2026

‘Tped ueureueuad 1033
yun snsnyy (SAMS) IpIsqus
-1ag] [9Sal(] UR[EMEY WaISI§ YEM
-Bq Ip [9SAIp J8ap pey uellaquiad
ueySuequiniadmawl  UeRfeIay
ueySuepeoUsul prysey Mpqy
‘UIE[EWRS ‘BAURIEY  ‘TeMes
-od epedoy aesaq jedues njr uey
-feuay Ipel ‘Tul wmeqes 089Ny
BI-BAMY Suipueqiaq  Iejyeq
-35 QLRINY TEBIINDS [eIaouaw Suel
-e¥as yelequiowl JeULQas SOY,,
‘ueynInjesey ueiesaeAusd ULy
nq ‘ueqeq THIpas ueysueInIuatl
eAuey Tul Jepyayes Q0ZIAM uEm)
-urq 1deje} ‘edad uodsel BUBISY
I2jUsN eueplad epedoy yisey
euuLIe) ueydeon ey SuBwoN,
‘Tesalp vdaey
ueyreuay Sundureuswr efugnu
-adas uenjueq ueynq uep yemes
-ad epedey TeUn) UBI([E [IequIaul
ndurew njr uEnIuEq ‘BAURIEYN
‘yemesad
ueyauRW uep 1S8un ysew ide
UBYE(Q BUWEINID) JeUaqas 1serado
soy 1deje) ‘ueueye) ueysdurIndu
-9t NJURqUISH ULTBW[oY LI8)Ua]Al

puBpIag yo[o elequiow el1ay 13
-B( J81}aYas Q0ZJAR JHuLsur uen|
-nyepuad BIENISQ ‘QOA  PIUSEY
mpay  ‘(HVMVSed) BISAR[EIN
yemesad UeeIepnesiad ueynqny
-18d 1snieduad Ml BIBIUSUWIAS
"BAUNI[IW YeMES UBS
-BMEY Ynnies 1p nisedey reseq
-jad are ured jun 000‘1 Jidurey
ueyerpaiustl VAVIA IUL BYDSH
‘eAugiey ‘esewas uenpaaday
uesIesepiaq | ueyauequintadip
uenjueq BAUNIBYES ‘UBLIIPUIS
-19q Tul Ye[esew uedoplaq yemes
-ad ueyIelq ueye Yepn eu, (
‘m
-Ug[ Ueyepumn ynjun (dd) uesem
-8y Suepejad ueynqnyiag eped
-ay Jode ‘pelusul Yepr) ueweu

* ~p) NIedas Ye[eseul NyelIeq exif

URWRUR] UBYeRUEsnSuawl e[nut
Fynun ‘Jrpes undnefem ‘yemes
1p epe Sued ede ueyeund ipep
YBMES 1P IS BpPE EIY JILV,
‘uewreueuod UBY R[N
¥Njun epe BIpes Jre Jaquns uey
-JEBJUBWSW  UBYYR[eSIp UYemes
-ad ‘eAuejey ‘Buies BSEW BpPed

‘Tdnynousul yesm
-pS UBSEMEY TP JIE UB[E}aq Uey
-sewewr 19eq 13e] TE¥AS (VAO)
ueme ueyruaquiad 1serado ueyeu
-pSYE[OWl UBYE UBJIENIaq ISUade
euresel19y ueduap efuyeyrd ejey
-18q ‘UR[Tes [TeWS] X1 ynied ‘Vd
“YIA ISNID8UR ‘N BIBJUSWSS
3 ‘smetad 50'1S
ueduap [iqeis yrqey deyey eped
epeaaq emd Sutuyy uesueduryg
‘TEMEYJI8) BIRISS IT8 UBS
-edajad ueNSNIBUSW [ISEUl URp
medunye) smjelad (768 UEHIE}
-EOUSWI UB[EY3( euWEn JIaquins
pefuaw Suek npad uweduedury
‘uedunye) smeld 826
rvAuRy ueyjejeoUsW Sued epny
uedueduwy 1p URHPONAAIP [BNI}
-1y Surred ueepesy ‘WeeWas Vi
“VIN TUI9) BjBp UBHIBSEPISEH
snjedad
Sp'ge JeINes BAURY UL ue3uny
-} uegnanjesay efiqede ueyj3ueq

C-wquiewn  puag  uedynfunuatl

(VavN) Bpnjy ueruened wenf
-BWaY BSRqUID| UBRI[OS UBSEBMEY
1p uB3unNyE} I1e seIed :1ejag I0[y

(ya[res Trews] iq] g4 Uesyt 0104)
‘smiad 76 Jpvauaiu bupy ppnyy upbupdiug 1p 1D upbuUNYD],

-y / i

ueSuRqUIqUISW VIV UeSunsie} Ire seled




UTUSAN

7/5/2026

MALAYSIA

DALAM
NEGERI

[ Pesawah Malaysia nikmati harga belian
padi antara tertinggi di Asia Tenggara

ARAU: Golongan pesawah di ne-
gara ini masih menikmati harga
belian padi lebih tinggi berban-
ding kebanyakan negara Asia
Tenggara lain.
Malah harga lantai belian-padi
RM1,500 per tan metrik terma-

suk subsidi sehingga RM2,000
adalah lebih tinggi berbanding

Thailand dan Vietnam meski

kedua-kedua negara itu adalah

pengeksport besar selain memi-

TR
liki teknologi industri padi lebih .

maju.
Berdasarkan

Thailand  adalah  sebanyak
RM947; Vietnam (RMSOB), Fil-
ipina  (RM1,924);
(RM1,478); Myanmar (RM1,038)
dan Kemboja (RM724) bagi
setiap tan metrik.

Pengarah Dibuk Sdn. Bhd.,

Ezreen Muhaizi Marzukhi berka-

ta, mengikut realiti harga padi
semasa sekali pun, pesawah di
Malaysia masih menikmati har-
ga padi paling tinggi khususnya

semakan,
harga belian padi semasa di

Indonesia

SEORANG poﬁwah menlnjau kawasan sawah padi yang mula digenangi
air selepas hujan lebat sejak kebelakangan ini di Kampung Jejawi, Arau,
~Perlis, semﬂ:m. UTUSAN/IZLIZAN OTHMAN

untuk variati beras putih.
Katanya, selain itu hanya Ma-
laysia memberi subsidi jualan

padi manakala negara-negara

lain seperti Indonesia dan Thai-

land tidak melakukannya.  °
“Dalam soal hendak naikkan

harga padi RM3,000 iaitu' dua

kali ganda bukanlah tidak real-
istik namun perlu kenal dahulu
bagaimana dunia padi beras
berputar di sekeliling berdasar-
kan harga belian padi tersebut,”
katanya kepada Utusan Malay-
sia di sini semalam.

Sementara itu, Ezreen Mu-

haizi berkata, soal harga padi
Malaysia lebih tinggi bukanlah
bermaksud cadangan harga padi
RM3,000 tidak realistik.

Namun katanya, ia menun-
jukkan bahawa harga padi ren-
dah di Thailand dan Vietnam
(RM900-RM1,000) menyebab-§
kan harga beras di sana juga
murah untuk diimport masuk
ke Malaysia.

“Bayangkan harga beras im-
port siap proses di pintu kilang
di Thailand dan Vietnam adalah
lebih murah berbanding harga
padi basah di Malaysia yang be-
lum lagi dikeringkan dan belum
dikisar untuk dijadikan beras.

“Dengan harga beras import
begini, lebih baik pengilang
padi tempatan tukar perniagaan
untuk jadi pemborong beras
import 100 peratus. Beli benda
sudah siap, tinggal kampit dan
jual sahaja. Tapi persoalannya,
apa yang akan berlaku kepada
pesawah dan padi tempatan?,”
katanya.
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Adakah jaminan beras bakal negara terancam?

Pesawah akhirnya terpaksa

7/5/2026

HARAKAH

NASIONAL S

berhenti tanam padi

x:kA |

Abdul Rashid Yob (tengah)

Oleh SARINA ISMAIL

POKOK SENA: Lebih daripada
30 peratus pesawah seluruh
negara berkemungkinan akan
beralih kepada aktiviti lain,
memandangkan kos penana-
man padi yang tinggi, beriku-
tan kenaikan harga diesel ke-
tika ini.

Pengerusi Pertubuhan Per-
saudaraan Pesawah Malay-
sia (PeSAWAH), Abdul Rashid
Yob berkata, situasi berke-
naan akan memberi kesan
kepada bekalan beras nega-
ra dan secara tidak langsung
berisiko berhadapan dengan
krisis makanan.

“Kalau tuntutan petani ti-
dak juga selesai, petani yang
kecewa, mungkin akan ber-
henti bersawah dan tukar
tanaman lain dan sebagainya.
Telah berkali-kali kami ber-
jumpa dengan pihak kerajaan,
sesi libat urus, dialog. Sampai
tak larat dah.

“Surat ka, perjumpaan ka,
bertalu-talu, tapi jalan pe-
nyelesaiannya belum ada
hingga sekarang. Bayangkan

sejak 2024, tu tak kira yang se-
belum itu lagi,” jelas beliau
dalam Himpunan Aman Pe-
sawah di Kampung Alor Setoi,
di sini, baru-baru ini.

Jelasnya lagi, bukan senang
bagi seorang yang telah lama,

bergelumang  sebagai pe-
sawah untuk bertukar kepada
aktiviti lain kerana bersawah
itu sudah menjadi darah da-
ging mereka. ?

Namun akui beliau me-
wakili para pesawah, apabila
mereka terpaksa berhadapan
dengan kos penyelenggaraan
yang finggi, momentum pe-
sawah untuk melangsungkan
kerja penanaman menurun.

“Untuk hasilkan satu kilo
padi, kosnya RM1.50, bermak-
sud satu metrik tan kosnya
RM1,500 iaitu sama dengan
harga padi. Jadi bagaimana
nak dapat untung?

“Kalau nak jamin makanan
negara, perlu jamin juga agar
para petani dapat menerus-
kan tanaman padi,” tegasnya
lagi kepada usaha yang sepa-
tutnya turut dibantu = pihak
kerajaan itu.

Mengulas lanjut kata Abdul
Rashid, seluas 500 ekar ka-
wasan penanaman padi di Ke-
rian, Perak telah bertukar ke-
pada tanaman kelapa sawit,
sementara di Kedah 0.29 hek-
tar (satu relung) juga telah
menjadi ladang harumanis.

Fenomena sedemikian ka-
tanya, akan menjejaskan ka-
dar sara diri atau SSL dan ka-
wasan penanaman padi akan
mengecil serta bilangan pe-
sawah juga akan berkurangan.

“Kalau sudah bertukar
tanaman, mustahillah untuk
bertukar kepada padi semula.
Ini yang ditakutkan. Kawasan
penanaman padi ini direkod-
kan seluas 600,000 hektar tapi
saya rasa kemungkinan kini
500,000 sahaja.

“Jadi perlu buat bila pe-
mutihan semula kerana ini
adalah ‘food security’ kita,”
katanya lagi menuntut harga
lantai padi dan isu ‘Fleet Card’
diselesaikan.

Pada himpunan itu, se-
lain kerajaan dituntut agar
menaikkan. . harga
padi bermaruah ke RM3,000

. Jantai.

y.

Antara yang dipamerkan ketika himpunan berlangsung.

salu tan metrik, mereka
juga menuntut agar isu ‘fleet
card’ kepada pesawah untuk
mendapatkan subsidi diesel
diselesaikan segera

Kata Abdul Rashid lagi,
kerajaan harus sedar, jum-
lah petani yang asalnya se-
ramai- 200,000 orang, sudah
berkurangan dan baki terkini
hanya sekitar 180,000 orang.

Kebanyakannya pula kata-
nya, adalah daripada kala-
ngan warga emas berusia le-

bih daripada 50 tahun dan -

tidak ramai golongan muda
(30 hingga 40 tahun) yang me-
warisi penanaman padi dari
keluarganya.

Malah, penglibatan anak-
anak remaja juga sangat
berkurangan iaitu sekadar
tiga peratus sahaja dan keba-
nyakan mereka lebih memi-
lih untuk bekerja di sektor lain
yang tidak berisiko.

Beliau turut memaklum-
kan, para petani di kawasan
Lembaga Kemajuan Pertanian
Muda (MADA) setakat ini, ma-
sih menangguh penanaman
padi musim kali ini, walaupun
jadual penanaman telah dike-
luarkan.

“Petani bukan menolak
cadangan tanam padi ‘tabur
kering’, kaedah tersebut jika
tahun 19g90an boleh buat, tapi

“ buat juga, akan berhadapan * -
e e e

dengan pelbagai masalah.

“Sudahlah kos tinggi, gang-
guan makhluk perosak seper-
ti tikus, burung, serangga ser-
ta ancaman daripada rumpai
dan padi angin juga boleh ber-
laku. Risiko siapa nak tang-
gung,” bidas beliau merujuk
kepada cadangan Pengerusi
MADA, Dato’ Dr Ismail Salleh
sebelum ini.

Beliau tidak menafikan,
faktor kekurangan sumber
air untuk pengairan akibat
musim kemarau yang agak
panjang kali ini juga, antara
sebab penanaman padi tidak
dapat dimulakan lagi.

Sungguhpun begitu ujar
beliau, sekiranya pengairan
berlaku dam air sampai ke ka-
wasan bendang, petani ma-
sih juga tidak boleh memu-
lakan penanaman kerana
tidak mampu menanggung
kos yang begitu tinggi.

“Kalau kos traktor sampai
66 peratus, mesin padi sam-
pai 38 peratus, tak campur kos
baja lagi, ini pun dah tinggi,
jadi bagaimana nak usa-
hakan? Sedangkan harga padi
masih sama, harga beras pun
masih sama.

“Harga kena seiring dan
seimbang. Harga padi mahal,
harga beras pun kena ma-
hal. Kerajaan kena apungkan
harga beras pada satu tahap
yang relevan,” jélasnyalagi.’
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di Kampung Cawat, Besut semalam.

® Pengusahaikan
RM20,000

® Tangguhkemasukan
benih baharu elak
rugi lebih besar

Oleh MOHD. AZLI ADLAN

berlarutan dan kemasukan air
masin ke dalam Sungai Besut
menyebabkan 15 pengusaha ke-
rugian RM20,000 apabila 5,000
ikan tilapia sangkar yang mereka
pelihara di Kampung Cawat di
sini, mati sejak hampir tiga bulan
lalu.

Mohd. Sayuti Muda, 40, berka-
ta, kebanyakan ternakan mereka
yang mati itu merupakan anak

BESUT — Musim kemarau yang -

ikan tilapia berusia kurang dua

* =Benih ikan tilapia vang kami
lepaskan ke dalam sangkar keba-
nyakan tidak mampu bertahan

lama ekoran kenaikan suhu air .

sungai. : 25 :

“Sifat ikan tilapia yang hidup
di permukaan air menyebabkan
ia tidak tahan panas lalu mem-
percepatkan kematiannya,” ka-
tanya ketika ditemui.

Menurut Mohd. Sayuti, musim
kemarau berlarutan juga telah me-
nyebabkan air Sungai Besut me-
nyusut sehingga membolehkan air
laut memasuki muaranya.

Dakwanya, ia menyebabkan
sangkar ikan mereka yang terle-
tak berhampiran muara sungai
diterobos air masin berkenaan.

“Ikan sungai seperti tilapia
memang sensitif dengan pe-
ningkatan kadar kemasinan air

MOHD. SAYUTI sayu melihat sebahagian Ikan tilapia yang mati akibat cuaca panas di sangkar diusahakannya

5,000 ikan tilapia mati

sungai,” dakwanya.

Seorang lagi pengusaha, Yu-
zairie Mat Yusof, 44, pula men-"
dakwa mereka terpaksa menang-
guhkan sementara kemasukan
benih ikan tilapia baharu bagi
meminimumkan kerugian.

“Biasanya kami akan masuk-
kan benih baharu sekiranya bila-
ngan ikan matang di dalam sang-
kar semakin berkurangan.

“Begitupun buat waktu ini, ki-
ta tangguhkan sementara. Buat
apa masukkan benih ikan baharu
kalau kesudahannya kita tahu, ia
akan mati dalam tempoh kurang
dua minggu dan menambahkan
lagi kerugian,” dakwanya.

Yuzairie juga mendakwa kos
operasi mereka juga semakin
meningkat ekoran terpaksa mem-
bersihkan sangkar daripada bang-
kai ikan mati hampir setiap hari
bagi mengelakkannya berbau.
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BACHOK: A group of refirees in
Kuala Rekang, Melawi, has been
utilising idle land by growing har-
umanis mangoes, which are now
gaining recognition and putting
Bachok on the map.

The premium mango, synony-
mous with Perlis, is gradually
establishing a new foothold in
Kelantan.

‘What began as a casual conver-
sation among friends has grown
into a shared source of income,
strengthening community ties
and giving new meaning to life
after retirement. :

Most of them are retired civil

Idle land
to shared
livelihood

Community mango farm leads
retirees to sweet success

servants, including teachers, who
have the time, interest and capital
to venture into agriculture.

Head of the harumanis farm
project, Mohd Rudzuan Jusoh; 53,
said the initiative was sparked in
late 2019 following discussions
with fellow villagers after Isyak
prayers.

This evolved into a group farm-

_ing project involving more than

40 participants.

“The idea was well received as
the participants wanted to make
use of former tobacco land while
generating new income through
high-value agriculture.

“We sourced the seedlings from
Perlis at our own cost and culti-
vated them in stages,” he told
Bernama. 1

He said over 3,000 harumanis
trees are now being cultivated.

Mohd Rudzuan spoke about
Bachok’s geographical advantag-
es, its coastal location, prolonged
hot weather and sufficient water
supply which make it suitahle for
the crop, along with the fertile
land previously used for tobacco
farming.
“According to feedback from
customers, including those from
Kuala Lumpur, the taste and

aroma of harumanis Bachok are
comparable to those from Perlis.
We offer both fully ripe (yellow)
and semi-ripe (green) fruit based
on demand,” he said:

Mohd Rudzuan said harumanis
trees typically begin to bear fruit
within three to five years.

This month, the harvest is esti-
mated at three tonnes, among the
best yields so far, he said.

He said sales will begin on May
16, with premium-grade fruit
priced at RM100 for 3kg and
Grade A at RM100 for 4kg.

Farm purchases are also availa-
ble at RM100 for Skg without

Labour's bounty:
Mohd

Rudzuan

(right) inspecting
harumanis mangoes
with his friends at the
% farm in Kuala Rekang,
Melawi.

- Bernama

grading, including the option for
customers to pick the fruit them-
selves,

Retired teacher Rasidi Teh, 63,
said the project's success proves
that retirees can remain active
and generate income while
strengthening community bond.

- “From idle land, it has become
a shared source of livelihood. We
hope Kuala Rekang can emerge as
a new harumanis hub in
Kelantan,” he said, expressing
appreciation for the state govern-
ment’s support through courses
and grants to expand the cultiva-
tion.




7/5/2026

THE SUN

NATIONAL 4

# Growth potential
for premiummango
strong despite fake
fruits and seasonal
limits, says
entrepreneur

# BY QIRANA NABILLA
MOHD RASHIDI
newsdesk@thesundaily.com

PETALING JAYA: Malaysia’s prized
Harumanis mango industry is poised
for significant growth over the next
decade, driven by surging demand
and vast untapped export potential
even as supply struggles to keep pace
and counterfeit products threaten
consumer confidence.

Industry players say the premium
fruit, synonymous with Perlis,
remains underexploited in both
domestic and international markets,
signalling strong headroom for

Harumanis

entrepreneur
Muhammad Abqgari Yusof, 33, said
demand is expected to rise sharply
over the next five to 10 years,
underpinned by the fruit’s distinct
flavour and limited availability.

“At present, the fruit has not yet
been exported on a large scale and
even local demand has not been fully
met. This indicates that the market
opportunity ahead remains wide and
promising,” he said.

However, he warned that the
long-standing issue of counterfeit
Harumanis continues to undermine
trust in the market.

“Customers often ask about the
differences and why fake products
exist. Some dishonest sellers take
advantage of the situation.”

Muhammad Abgqari said two
main forms of deception persist. The
first involves mislabelling where
imported mangoes from countries
such as Thailand and Cambodia
which are similar in appearance are
falsely marketed as Harumanis from
Perlis.

The second involves quality
manipulation, where unripe fruits
are harvested and sold prematurely.

“This results in a sour taste,
leading to complaints and damaging
the reputation of genuine
Harumanis, as consumers may
believe they have been misled”

between March and May,
production window lasting about
two to two-and-a-half months.
“Harumanis does not have
overlapping harvest perods in other

ﬂammanlsg?:mly ; i
avaﬂabIeunceayear,suconsumers wthyearaﬁer year” she said,
can enjoy it only for a limited period. adding that Harumanis-based
“By developing value-added products hold strong potential for
products, customers are now able to  expansion  both domesuca]ly
enjoy Harumanis throughout the and internationally.




7/5/2026

THE STAR

NATION

12

Watermelon yields fall amid prolonged ho’tspeli |

PROLONGED hot weather since
March has affected the quality

Terengganu, reported Kosmol.
Farmers said most of their
watermelon yields were reduced
after failing to reach the optimal
growth weight of at least 7kg,
resulting in the produce being
downgraded to Grades Band C.
Farmer Mohd Azhar Ibrahim,
45, said the intense heat not only
stunted growth hut also affected
the fruits' appearance, leaving

some with slight dents on their

outer surfaces,
and yield of watermelons in Setiu,

The watermelons were also rip-

' ening faster than the usual 60

days, making it harder to meet

-market standards. -

~“As such, we can’t sell the

. watermelons to a wider market

as the fruits do not meet the
quired grade.

““We end up selling. them our-
selves at roadside stalls at a lower
pﬁiﬂ:’_hﬁs&iﬂ: :

- Another farmer, Sabri Razali,

42, said the hot weather also
resulted in water shortages,
which have only worsened the
situation.

He said they are forced to ration -

water as wells and retention
ponds have dried up.

- > Despite having recently lost
her husband to a heart attack, a

widow in Terengganu has found
comfort in knowing that his
donated organs have helped save
lives, reported Kosmo!.

Nurul Hanis Amelia Ramli, 32,

is glad that three individuals will
have a second chance at life
thanks to the organs of her hus-
band, Muhammad Syukri Bazli,
wha died in early April.

Although she does not know
who the organ recipients are,
Nurul Hanis said she was
informed that all three are in sta-
ble condition after undergoing
organ transplant surgery.

One of Muhammad Syukri's
kidneys was donated to a 47-year-
old woman who had been under-

going. dialysis for nine years,
while the other went to a 19-year-
old.

His liver was transplanted into
a 13-year-old girl.

“I pray that all three of them
continue to be blessed with good
health to live out their lives.

“The organ donation was my
late hushand’s final act of kind-
ness, and I hope his story will
raise public awareness on the
importance of organ donation,”
she said.
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Erratic weather no barrier
for watermelon grower

N ATIQN AL

» Leveraging on rainfall patterns in different parts of
Peninsular Malaysia and making use of staggered planting,
entrepreneur sustains year-round production

JASIN: Increasingly unpredictable weather is
no longer a problem but an advantage for a
local watermelon grower, who has been
leveraging seasonal variations across the
country to sustain year-round production.

Watermelon entrepreneur Koh Eng Koon
said differences in rainfall patterns between
the northern and southern parts of
Peninsular Malaysia allow for staggered
planting, thus preventing supply disruptions
in the market.

“Based on my more than 30 years of
experience in this field, I have observed that
weather patterns in Malaysia shift from north
to south. So, when it starts raining in the
northern states, I shift planting to areas in the
south, We follow the weather, not fight it.

“Everyone knows that the weather is
becoming more extreme, but if we
understand the patterns and plan planting
properly, we can still maintain supply.”

Koh said it took him between five and 10

years to fully understand seasonal trends ina
given area before being able to plan planting
more precisely.

He added that the strategy of planting
across multiple states ensures that
production remains unaffected while the risk
of losses due to extreme weather in any single
location is reduced.

“We have farms in almost all states except
Kuala Lumpur, Penang, Sabah and Sarawak.
At each location, we limit planting to around
300-500ha. This way, if one area is affected,
we still have other locations as a backup,” said
Koh, who started with just 1.6ha of land in
Tiang Dua, Malacca, in the early 1980s.

Koh said in Malacca, Koon Huat
Agriculture, the largest farm operated by his
company, is located in Tebonglang, covering
about 80ha, Bernama reported.

He added that through this strategy, his
watermelon cultivation, particularly the
Cinta Manis variety, now spans thousands of

Koh (left) said selecting seeds suited to the local climate is a critical factor in producing watermelons with crunchy and sweet flesh. - BERNAMAPIC

hectares nationwide, with a planting
schedule of between 320ha and 480ha per
month, enabling continuous supply.

“Daily production is estimated at between
250 and 350 tonnes, depending on weather
conditions, with farm management carried
out systematically, involving hundreds of
workers and dozens of supervisors across the
country.”

Koh said selecting seeds suited to the local
climate has become a critical factor after
various early trials failed to produce the
desired quality.

He said many of the seeds the company
tried did not produce the required quality of
fruits.

“Now, we choose stable varieties that
produce crunchy and sweet flesh, namely the
Cinta Manis variety.”

He added that each variety requires a
different approach, including water and
nutrient control as well as harvesting periods,
to ensure optimal fruit quality, with some
varieties harvested as early as 26 to 28 days
after flowering.

On the sector’s potential, he said it offers
vast opportunities, especially for the young
generation, as it could be developed into
agro-tourism and open avenues in
technology and research.
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